
 

 

Dear Clare 

As you will be aware COSLA did not submit evidence in relation to the Committee 

Inquiry on subject choices in the Senior Phase. The decision not to submit was taken on 

the basis that there would be wide ranging and rich evidence from local authorities 

themselves as well as other education professionals and academics. 

Whilst we have been impressed with the quality of evidence we would be concerned that 

an area that is so central to the education of our children and young people could be at 

the centre of a debate overly focussed on political considerations rather than on building 

on the many strengths of the system we have. I hope you find this letter helpful ahead of 

the Committee drafting and publishing its inquiry report. 

It is important to note that there is strong Local Government support for the Curriculum 

for Excellence. It is our view that the way in which local authorities and our schools 

currently deliver the curriculum represents the most effective way to achieve equity and 

excellence in Scottish education.  

A key theme from the submissions to the Committee has been the fact that the 

curriculum has an in-built flexibility which allows schools to deliver in a way that is 

focussed on meeting individual needs. In addition, it is clear that there is an increased 

emphasis on ensuring that a curriculum is delivered in the Broad General Education 

(BGE) and Senior Phase that is based on the needs of individual communities. It is our 

view that this flexibility and an approach based on local needs and circumstances is 

crucial. 

As the Committee will know we are currently undergoing a process of significant reform 

of our education system. The reform agenda and the drive for an empowered system are 

reliant on local flexibility in curriculum design. Flexibility on curricular content and 
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delivery are central to creating an empowered system where empowerment includes 

school leaders, learners, parents and the wider communities.  

It has been highlighted in evidence that good progress has been made on empowerment 

in relation to the curriculum. I note that the Chief Inspector of Education noted that 

almost all headteachers and schools feel empowered to make decisions about their 

curriculum, and almost all are now revisiting the broad general education to plan better-

aligned learning pathways, particularly between the BGE and the senior phase. It is 

important that the system and those working in it are allowed to consolidate and build on 

this work in the coming months and years. 

Local authorities and schools are committed to Getting it Right for Every Child (GIRFEC) 

and we would agree with a number of the points made by local authorities that in 

understanding their own context schools are better able to offer flexible progressive 

pathways for young people. As noted in evidence GIRFEC means that for some young 

people a more bespoke delivery model in collaboration with partners may be required.  

Knowing the young people is critical and tracking progress within various challenge 

areas helps schools to address potential barriers.  Across schools, staff are being 

increasingly challenged to ensure success for all and this is helping to drive attainment 

and the development of more suitable progression pathways.   

Whilst the inquiry stimulates debate we would not want a focus on the number of 

subjects available to be at the expense of a lack of recognition of the wide range of 

qualifications that are available in every local authority. We do welcome a debate on 

how best to meet the needs of all young people and believe that flexibility in curricular 

delivery, awareness of local needs and circumstances and taking a GIRFEC approach is 

the best way to do this. 

As local authorities noted in their evidence, excellence and equity in attainment are key 

priorities within Senior Phase and there is an enhanced emphasis on developing skills 

for learning, life and work to ensure that a young person’s destination is one that works 

for them. 

I look forward to seeing your final report. 

 

Councillor Stephen McCabe 

 

COSLA Children and Young People Spokesperson 


