
NUS SCOTLAND 

 

NUS Scotland represents around 500,000 students in Scotland through our member 

college and university students’ associations. We work to promote, defend and 

extend the rights of students and to champion strong students' associations. 

 

Since 2016 NUS has been campaigning to ensure that the final Brexit deal offers the 

best possible scenario for students, and have been pushing for a People’s Vote on 

any deal since 2018. We have been calling for the UK to remain a member of the 

Erasmus+ scheme both now and into the future, for a fair and accessible immigration 

system after Brexit, protection of vital funding, and a clear agreement on how the 

movement of people, goods and services will operate on the island of Ireland post-

Brexit and safeguard the rights and protections in the Good Friday Agreement. 

 

NUS Scotland welcomes the opportunity to give evidence to the Education & Skills 

Committee on the damage of a no-deal Brexit on students, and the education sector 

as a whole. NUS Presidents from across the UK have written to Prime Minister Boris 

Johnson to outline our concerns around the prorogation of the UK Parliament and 

the impact a no-deal Brexit, which we elaborate on in this briefing. This letter 

attached to this written submission.  

 

A Fair and Accessible Immigration System  

 

Students from EU member states are currently eligible to travel freely around the EU 

to study and work, whether for the duration or part of their course. If free movement 

ends following a no-deal Brexit, the UK would be shut out of this opportunity unless a 

new, frictionless immigration deal is reached. 

 

What happens currently? 

 

EU law dictates that if any student throughout the EU wants to study in a EU country 

that is not their home country, they must be entitled to the same rights as a student 

from that country. This means that UK students currently enjoy access to much more 

affordable higher education throughout Europe that they would not if classed as 

international students. Similarly, EU students have been entitled to home student 

status in the UK, and therefore have access to student finance to cover the cost of 

their tuition.  

 

NUS Scotland welcomes the steps taken by the Scottish Government to ensure that 

EU citizens who study a Further or Higher education course in Scotland in the 

2020/21 academic year will be charged the same tuition fees and get the same 

support as Scottish students for the duration of their course1. NUS Scotland also 

                                           
1 https://www.gov.scot/news/extension-of-free-tuition-for-eu-students/  

https://www.gov.scot/news/extension-of-free-tuition-for-eu-students/


welcomes the Scottish Government’s commitment to provide financial support to 

Scottish students currently studying at EU universities, who may be forced to give up 

their studies as a result of Brexit2.  

 

What could happen after a no deal Brexit? 

 

EU students who do choose to study in the UK would have to apply for the European 

Temporary Leave to Remain system (Euro TLR)3, which would only allow them to 

stay in the UK for a total of 36 months. This would result in those studying courses 

longer than three years, such as medics, linguists, PhD students and most 

undergraduate students in Scotland, having to apply for a Tier 4 visa in the middle of 

their studies at significant extra cost4. There is also no guarantee in place that they 

would be assured of attaining this visa, leaving open the prospect of EU students 

studying in Scotland being forced out of the country before they have been able to 

finish their degrees. 

 

The termination of free movement on the day of the UK’s departure from the EU may 

also create problems for current EU students who are outside of the UK at the time. 

As their legal status would change overnight there is increased likelihood that these 

students would face difficulties in returning to the UK to complete their studies. 

Whilst recent reports have claimed that the government have U-turned on these 

proposals5, as yet there has been no official confirmation that freedom of movement 

will continue from 1st November. What the exact legal situation will be on 1st 

November and the mechanisms for enabling EU residents of the UK to leave and 

return have not yet been explained by the Home Office. It remains the case that 

many different factors, such as workable practicalities, a legal challenge or political 

expediency, may mean a change of policy. Furthermore, the government has not yet 

articulated how it will differentiate between EU nationals that are residents in the UK 

before October 31st and eligible for settled or pre-settled status but have not yet 

applied and EU citizens that arrive in the UK after October 31st.  

 

Impact on students 

 

Within our student population, there are 21,605 EU nationals (8.7%) and 32,600 non-

EU international students (13%) studying with us at all levels.6 

 

Currently, 3,890 EU students have applied to study in Scotland this year – a 4% drop 

since 2018 and a 15% drop since 2016, the year of the EU Referendum.7 NUS 

Scotland have significant concerns that, should the UK Government continue with 

                                           
2 https://www.gov.scot/news/students-returning-after-brexit/ 
3 https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/home-affairs/immigration/post-brexit-eu-immigration-policy-in-the-event-of-a-no-deal/ 
4 https://www.gov.uk/tier-4-general-visa 
5 https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/sep/01/government-to-scrap-plans-for-henry-viii-power-to-end-free-movement 
6 HESA Student Record (2017/18) Numbers shown in full person equivalent 
7 [1]https://www.ucas.com/file/262651/download?token=rQTnXez0 
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their Euro TLR policy, this would act as a significant deterrent for EU students 

wishing to study in Scotland, potentially impacting further the decrease of EU 

students studying at our institutions. 

 

Further, NUS Scotland remains concerned that Euro TLR could impact vulnerable 

EU students within our institutions – those impacted by bereavement, illness or 

mental health concerns during their studies – who may require further time to 

complete their course.  

 

Erasmus+ 

 

Erasmus+ is a student exchange programme which offers opportunities for UK 

participants to study, work, volunteer, teach and train across Europe. It is available 

for students, apprentices, volunteers, academics and other professionals active in 

the education, training and youth sectors. 

Government assurances in the event of a no deal Brexit 

The UK Government has given certain assurances to students on Erasmus+ 

programmes, with the opportunity for organisations to make a claim against the 

‘HMG guarantee’, if the UK leaves the EU without a deal8. We believe that the UK 

Government needs to provide further information about how this programme of 

underwrites would work in practice.  

Risks of a no deal 

By abandoning Erasmus+, through leaving the EU without a deal, the UK economy 

would forego £390 million per year in export earnings that incoming Erasmus+ 

students’ living expenses generate alone9.  

Membership of the EU is not a requirement for association to Erasmus+ and many 

countries outside the EU enjoy the benefits of being Programme and Partner 

countries, such as Norway, Serbia and Turkey10. However, a no-deal Brexit would 

decrease the likelihood of the UK Government being able to successfully negotiate 

the UK’s participation in the successor programmes to Erasmus+ and Horizon 

Europe, which are due to run from 2021-27 and exceed the current programmes in 

terms of funding. 

Benefits of Erasmus+ 

Scotland benefits hugely from Erasmus+ membership. Since the start of the current 

Erasmus+ funding cycle in 2014, Scotland has benefited from €90.7 million of 

funding across 844 projects, benefitting 13,957 participants11. 

                                           
8 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/register-to-claim-erasmus-and-esc-funding-from-the-government-guarantee#when-to-make-a-
claim  
9 https://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/policy-and-analysis/reports/Documents/2019/no-deal-briefing.pdf 
10 https://www.erasmusplus.org.uk/participating-countries 
11 https://www.erasmusplus.org.uk/results-and-statistics 
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Erasmus+ has been proven to enhance participants’ education attainment and 

broader skillset, and is a driver of social mobility. As cited in evidence previously 

submitted by the British Council to the Culture, Tourism, Europe and External 

Relations Committee12, Erasmus+ membership delivers a range of benefits for those 

who take part, including better job prospects, better standards in education and 

training, and opportunities for young people for disadvantaged backgrounds. NUS 

Scotland continues to call on the UK Government to ensure that the UK remains a 

programme country participating in Erasmus+ and any future equivalent, after Brexit.   

 

Norther Ireland border 

 

If the UK were to leave the EU without a withdrawal agreement the probability of a 

hard border between Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland would be greatly 

increased. Whilst the government has provided verbal assurances that it would not 

establish a hard border, this must be subject to a mutual agreement between the UK 

Government and the EU. Without a clear agreement on how the movement of 

people, goods and services will operate it is likely that a hard border would need to 

be established to control this. Overnight, infrastructure and personnel could be 

placed on the border to carry out inspections on customs or single market regulatory 

matters. 

 

Risks of a hard border 

 

We share concerns that any hard border between Northern Ireland and the Republic 

of Ireland would undermine the rights and safeguards guaranteed under the Good 

Friday Agreement. The National Union of Students is supporting the ‘No! To No 

Deal’ campaign13, which is lead by civic society groups opposed to a No Deal Brexit 

outcome. 

 

A hard border would also create issues for student mobility cross-border on the 

island of Ireland. Given the special status of the relationship between Northern 

Ireland and the Republic of Ireland, students and others from elsewhere must be 

able to cross the border freely and travel around the island of Ireland. 

 

European Social Fund 

 

The EU’s European Social Fund (ESF) invests in people, with a focus on improving 
employment and education opportunities across the EU. Between 2014 and 2020 
the Scottish Government received €465 million from the ESF. 

Government guarantees in the event of a no deal Brexit 

                                           
12 http://www.parliament.scot/S5_European/Meeting%20Papers/CTEER_meeting_papers_2018.01.11.pdf  
13 http://www.no2nodeal.org/ 

http://www.parliament.scot/S5_European/Meeting%20Papers/CTEER_meeting_papers_2018.01.11.pdf
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In July 2018 the UK Government guaranteed it would underwrite all projects, 

including ESF projects, that would have been funded by the EU under the 2014-2020 

programme period, if a no-deal Brexit occurs. This is a very positive step and 

provides some security for apprentices and other students that are reliant on this 

funding. 

However, the ESF is not open to third-country participation and so the UK would not 

have access to the programme that will run from 2021-27. The current proposed 

budget for this is €101.2 billion, an increase from the previous programmes budget of 

€89.6 billion14. Without this funding it could lead to apprenticeship places being lost 

along with other funding support for students. It is critical that apprentices and 

apprenticeship places are protected if the company they are based at leaves the UK 

as a result of Brexit. 

 

Mutual recognition of qualifications  

A no-deal Brexit would cause great uncertainty around the mutual recognition of 

qualifications. Once the UK has left the EU it will no longer be subject to the EU 

Directive 2005/36/EC (“the Directive”) covering the recognition of professional 

qualifications in the UK15. 

If there was to be no recognition of qualifications, this could cause significant 

problems for UK nationals who wish to live, work and study in the EU and vice-versa 

for EU nationals. It would have negative ramifications for students who have 

completed FE and HE courses as their opportunities would be severely limited, it 

would make studying in the UK less appealing for EU nationals, and could damage 

the economy. 

  

                                           
14 http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2018)625154 
15 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32005L0036 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2018)625154
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32005L0036


ANNEX – LETTER FROM NATIONAL UNION OF STUDENTS PRESIDENTS TO 

PRIME MINISTER BORIS JOHNSON 

 

The Rt Hon Boris Johnson MP  

Prime Minister  

10 Downing Street  

Westminster  

London  

SW1A 2AA  

10 September 2019  

 

Dear Prime Minister,  

 

Prorogation of Parliament and no-deal Brexit  

 

We are writing regarding your decision to prorogue Parliament on 10th September 

2019, with the Queen’s Speech and the return of Parliament due to take place on 

14th October 2019. While we understand that a Queen’s speech would empower 

you to set out your own domestic agenda having taken office, we do not believe that 

it is necessary, nor that the prorogation of parliament should be this long at such a 

critical time. A five-week suspension of parliament would be a dangerous proposition 

for the United Kingdom as it would increase the likelihood of a no-deal Brexit.  

 

A no-deal Brexit will have a catastrophic impact on our students, apprentices, 

colleges and universities. It would be a major threat to safeguarding peace in 

Northern Ireland with the likelihood of a hard border between NI and the Republic of 

Ireland, restricting the mobility of people, goods and services, greatly increased. 

Peace in Northern Ireland was hard won, and it simply must be protected and 

maintained.  

 

The UK’s membership of Erasmus+ and Horizon 2020 would come to an abrupt end 

in the event of a no-deal Brexit. Whilst assurances might have been given to 

students to ensure that those who are abroad when we leave without a deal will be 

able to continue their placement with the same terms and conditions, this will deny 

similar study abroad opportunities to a whole generation of young people. Over the 

30 years of the Erasmus+ programme alone, more than 300,000 students from the 

UK have benefitted from a period of study or work abroad, this includes nearly 

15,000 in 2014/15. It would also create further problems around widening 

participation for study abroad opportunities as the Erasmus+ scheme provides 

essential maintenance support for students wanting to undertake a period abroad, 

many of whom would not be able to without it.  

 



NUS wants to ensure that there is a frictionless immigration system for students and 

apprentices after Brexit, which could be jeopardised by plans to end freedom of 

movement immediately following the UK’s departure from the EU. Any decision to 

scrap the European Temporary Leave to Remain scheme, or to not allow students to 

enter the UK for 3 months before applying for the scheme would create untold 

disruption for international students who contribute so much to this country. 

Changing the legal status of individuals overnight is not only unjust but unwise. 

Furthermore, any Euro LtR scheme must be compatible with realities of study in the 

UK. This would result in those studying courses longer than three years, such as 

medics, linguists, PhD students and most undergraduates students in Scotland, 

having to apply for a Tier 4 visa in the middle of their studies at significant extra cost. 

There is also no guarantee in place that they would be assured of attaining this visa, 

leaving open the prospect of EU students being forced out of the country before they 

have been able to finish their degrees. We need you to guarantee the rights of our 

EU students and apprentices post-Brexit.  

 

Beyond these material difficulties of a no-deal Brexit, the move to close Parliament 

speaks to a wider point in our democracy. Parliament must be given its say during 

the negotiation process, as a democratically elected institution that represents the 

views of the public. Throughout the Brexit process there has been a lack of 

consultation with the devolved administrations. While your government is now taking 

a dogmatic approach to Brexit regardless of the views of MPs, elected 

representatives in Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland have been completely 

ignored for some time. This problematic Westminster-centric form of democracy 

cannot be allowed to continue. Before any final decision is made on the Brexit 

process, be that deal or no deal, there must be a fresh vote to ensure that this is truly 

the democratic will of the people.  

 

We urge you to rescind the prorogation of Parliament and avert a no-deal Brexit for 

the benefit not only of students but the whole of the UK.  

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

Zamzam Ibrahim, President, National Union of Students  

 

Liam McCabe, President, National Union of Students Scotland  

 

Rob Simkins, President, National Union of Students Wales/Undeb Cenedlaethol y 

Myfyrwyr Cymru  

 

Robert Murtagh, President, National Union of Students-Union of Students in Ireland  

 

cc Rt Hon Gavin Williamson, Secretary of State for Education, Rt Hon Stephen 

Barclay MP, Secretary of State for Exiting the European Union 


