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___ 
Dear Clare, 

Review of the Senior Phase of Curriculum for Excellence 

As you are aware, we will be conducting an independent review of the senior phase of 
Curriculum for Excellence.  A review in to the senior phase was supported by Parliament on 
1 May 2019.  Members of the Education and Skills Committee also recommended such a 
review in your report into subject choices, published in September. 

As I outlined to Parliament on Wednesday 6 November, I am keen that the independent 
review draws on evidence from education stakeholders and partners, including the latest 
data on young people’s progress through Curriculum for Excellence and the outcomes they 
achieve when they leave school. I would like the review to focus on curriculum design and 
the range of pathways and different types of qualifications and awards available to young 
people. 

The review needs to explore how Curriculum for Excellence is being implemented for young 
people in S4-S6 across the country.  I have asked the OECD to lead the review to ensure 
that it is independent.  This will build on the successful and well received review of 
Curriculum for Excellence led by the OECD in 2015.  I am keen that current educational 
practitioners play a key role in the review process.  We will therefore convene a practitioner 
forum which will work alongside the OECD team.  The forum will be led by an experienced 
director of education nominated by the Association of Directors of Education (ADES).  Initial 
discussions with ADES have led to the nomination of Tony McDaid, Executive Director of 
Education Resources, South Lanarkshire Council. 

We are now in the process of developing terms of reference for the review and I am writing 
to you today to seek the views of Members of the Education and Skills Committee. I shall 
also be seeking the views of the Curriculum and Assessment Board before the terms of 
reference are finalised.   

Initial discussions with key partners in the education sector have led to the following themes 
to consider as part of the terms of reference.   
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Culture 

• Level of understanding of the purpose of the senior phase (amongst young people,
parents, practitioners, leaders, employers and other partners).

• Pace of change and approaches to implementation.

• Extent to which the aspirations, aims and purposes of Curriculum for Excellence are
being achieved through the senior phase.

Capacity 

• National and local support and guidance for implementation of the senior phase.

• The senior phase curriculum offer across S4-6 (often described in terms of “subject
choice”) and the opportunity for young people to blend a range of achievements,
awards and qualifications.

Structure 

• Impact of curriculum design decisions at local authority and school level.

• Partnerships between schools and colleges to offer a range of pathways and choices
to young people, including, for example, foundation apprenticeships.

• Range and breadth of different pathways available, and the scope to meet the
individual aspirations of young people.

• Impact of approaches to learning and teaching (including bi-level and multi-level
teaching, digital learning and collaborative approaches to delivery).

• Coherence and continuity of learning between the broad general education and the
senior phase.

• Impact on specific subjects (in particular Gaelic, Modern Languages and STEM).

I look forward to hearing your views on the scope of the review.  I would be happy to discuss 
this further with Members when I give evidence to the Committee on 27 November. 

Yours Sincerely, 

JOHN SWINNEY 
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