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Dear Clare 

I write to update you on the review of the Advance Payment Scheme, which has now 
concluded.  As you will be aware, the scheme forms part of our commitments to provide 
financial redress for survivors of historical child abuse in care in Scotland.  It provides 
acknowledgement and recognition, by means of a financial payment and an apology, to 
those who suffered abuse in care in Scotland before December 2004, and who either have a 
terminal illness or are age 70 or over. 

The review has taken account of the first five months of the operation of the scheme since it 
opened on 25 April 2019.  It has considered a range of issues, including application numbers 
and scheme performance, the age threshold for eligibility, the application form and guidance, 
the process of obtaining a written record showing time spent in care, as well as feedback 
received to date. 

I have today published the review and announced that the age threshold for eligibility to the 
scheme should be lowered from age 70 and over to age 68 and over, with immediate effect.  
This is considered to be consistent with the purpose of the Scheme, a reduction in the age 
threshold will provide more survivors who may not live long enough to apply to the statutory 
scheme with the opportunity to receive recognition and acknowledgement now.  We know 
from feedback how meaningful that can be for some individuals.  

Also, the pre-legislative public consultation on the statutory scheme closed on 25 November 
and over 260 responses have been received.  The responses will help shape the legislation 
which will be introduced to the Scottish Parliament in 2020.  I will continue to keep you 
updated on progress as this develops. 

JOHN SWINNEY 
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