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The School of Education at University of Strathclyde has made a full contribution to 
the submission by the Scottish Council of Deans of Education and we are completely 
comfortable with that response. However, we would wish to make specific additional 
points in response to a number of the recommendations: 

Recommendation 1:  
There is still work to be done to ensure that teaching is regarded as a valued 
profession. It is important that a balanced approach is taken to recruitment figures, 
with a long-term perspective in mind. 

Recommendation 2:  
The report commends the flexibility of the MSc in Transformative Education 
regarding the timing of English ’entry’ qualifications. It is important that a consistent 
approach is taken to this. The new and innovative BSc Education & Curricular 
Studies with Teaching Qualification was accredited by GTCS only for three years 
with, with the condition that, after that period, this must be an ‘on entry’ requirement. 
We are working with our FE colleagues to ensure that applicants are fully supported 
but there must be a consistent approach to this. 

Recommendation 4:  
While we consistently provide feedback for unsuccessful applicants, we suggest that 
there should be an agreed consistent statement from all universities. There should 
be no suggestion that admissions are at the discretion of individual universities. 

Recommendation 6:  
Given the concerns about standards of literacy among ITE students, we would 
respectfully suggest that there should be a review of qualifications currently available 
to schools. Both literacy and language must be of a required level. 

At Strathclyde, we audit literacy and numeracy skills in the early part of courses, with 
direction to the University’s Study Skills centre or online support where appropriate. 

There are potential tensions involved in the Widening Access agenda.  

Recommendation 7:  
The previous arrangement of Link Inspectors for each university was valuable. The 
experience at Strathclyde was a very positive one, with Link Inspectors having full 
involvement at the development stages of new courses, as well as during delivery. 
The support and challenge role was valued. We would suggest that this role is 
reintroduced. 

Robust university QA processes are followed. Therefore, all courses are exposed to 
internal and external mechanisms. 

Recommendation 8: 
At Strathclyde, Inclusive Practice is stressed throughout. We also work with key 
organisations with specific foci e.g. National Autistic Society, NATT etc. One 
example is the three-day Autism programme for all PGDE and BA students in 
February. 

We welcome the introduction of new GTCS support materials in a number of areas. 

 

 



Recommendation 10:  
All courses include Digital Literacy, data fluency and online safety. Our Protecting 
Scotland’s Children module raises awareness of key issues. 

Recommendation 11: 
The SLA recommendation will be met via the SPS protocol. The protocol is 
collaboratively constructed by representatives from all stakeholders: GTCS; local 
authorities; ADES and ITE providers. 

Recommendation 12:  
This already exists 

Recommendation 13: 
University of Strathclyde currently offers a Masters programme in Supporting 
Teacher Learning, allowing teacher mentors to share experiences and develop more 
effective practices when supporting students ad probationers.  We are also 
developing a MOOC to support teachers. 

Our strong partnerships with local authorities and schools are enhanced by a 
published School Partnership handbook, which sets out the respective 
responsibilities of universities, students, schools and teachers. 

 


