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EDUCATION AND SKILLS COMMITTEE 

 
 
 

T3.40 
The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

Direct Tel: 0131 348 5222 
Fax: 0131 348 5600 

 es.committee@parliament.scot 
  
 5 February 2019 

Dear Director of Education, 
  
Further to my letter of 21st December 2018 which updated you on the work of the 
Committee, the Committee has launched a new inquiry on subject availability, 
specifically the extent of and basis for any narrowing of availability of subject choices. 
This follows on from previous work undertaken in early 2017 and September 2018.  
 
The Committee has launched a call for views, and would very much appreciate your 
input into this inquiry. Specifically, the Committee seeks the perspective of your local 
authority on the following questions: 
 

a) Has the structure of the Senior Phase in Curriculum for Excellence allowed 
for better learning and overall achievement than previously? 
 

b) Education Scotland says the Senior Phase has the “flexibility to offer a range 
of pathways that meet the needs and raise the attainment levels of all 
learners”. How do your schools offer flexibility to their learners through the 
Senior Phase and how does this impact on the range of subjects available 
and the depth of pupils’ learning? 
 

c) Do you think there has been a narrowing of the range of subjects and 
subject choices in: 

 
I. broad general education (BGE)? 
II. S4? 

III. S5? 
IV. S6? 
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d) What are the factors that influence the range of subject choices? Possible
factors include: curriculum timetabling; local decision making; school size;
area and school demography.

e) Have you experienced any changes in the level of uptake in particular
subjects in the past 5 years? If so, what subjects in particular and what do
you think has caused this change?

f) What is the impact, positive or negative, of any limitations on subject
choices?

Full details of the Committee’s call for views and submissions are available on the 
Committee’s webpage: www.parliament.scot/subject-choice  

The Committee would very much appreciate a response within the next 4 weeks, with 
a closing date for responses of Monday 4 March 2019.  

The Committee has also launched separate surveys for teachers and head teachers 
regarding subject choice, which both also have a closing date of Monday 4 March 
2019. We would be grateful if you could make teaching staff in your secondary schools 
aware of these surveys, which are also being publicised online. The links are below: 

Teacher survey – https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/subject-choice-teachers/ 
Headteacher survey – https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/Subject-Choice/  

 For reference, as well as launching a call for views from any interested individuals 
and organisations and the above surveys, I have also written to higher education 
institutions to ask for information on subject choice availability across Scotland and 
how this impacts on particular courses. We will also be undertaking engagement work 
with pupils, parents, teachers and the Scottish Youth Parliament to ensure we have 
as broad a base of evidence as possible for this inquiry. 

I very much appreciate your co-operation in this work. Should you have any queries 
on the nature of the Committee’s work, any issue with the deadline of 4 March or not 
be in a position to circulate the surveys to teachers and head teachers please contact 
committee clerk Gary Cocker at es.committee@parliament.scot .  

Yours sincerely 

CLARE ADAMSON MSP 
CONVENER 
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