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Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to offer our opinion on the agricultural section of 

the Draft Climate Change Plan. There has not been sufficient time for us to gather more 

views from many other organic growers, but the ones we have spoken to appear in principal 

to agree with our conclusions. 

We note that the plan makes no reference to organic farming, though several aims of the 

DCCP are on course for similar objectives to that of organic farming techniques, such as 

crop rotations with nitrogen fixing legumes. As organic farmers we have always aimed to 

grow as sustainably as possible, so we find the DCCP could be conceived as being quite 

insulting to farmers that already utilise such practices and more. Organic farming at present 

represents a relatively small percentage of the farming in Scotland, but for definition 

purposes, there needs to be some distinction between the two. Perhaps a foreword on 

organic farming and an explanation of why they are exempt from the DCCP would be in 

order. Alternatively, when referring to non-organic farming, use a term such as agri farming. 

If, however, non-organic farmers are to receive subsidies for actions that organic farmers 

already practice, then organic farmers should automatically receive such subsidies. 

It would also help if, when referring to nitrogen and fertilisers, to state whether they are 

manufactured chemical nitrogen and manufactured chemical fertilisers or naturally produced 

nitrogen and fertilisers. 

The sections on sharing of manure and slurry is also not relevant to organic farmers as they 

are unlikely to be able to utilise these products from non-organic farms due to GM feed 

contamination. There should be an aim to phase out GM products in animal feed in Scotland 

and more emphasis placed on growing more alternatives here, such as field beans. 

We understand the intention is to not offend non-organic farmers, by stating that they should 

aim towards a more sustainable organic approach, but we fear the public is going to be 

totally confused being told to buy low carbon food and go on a low carbon diet. 

The DCCP also emphasises a need for more efficient precision farming and minimum tillage 

farming. Efficient does not necessarily mean the most productive. The most productive 

farming unit is the humble allotment. Smaller holdings employ more people and also have 

beneficial impact on workers physical and mental health. Legislation and land reform should 

be provided to allow for the creation of more of these smaller units. Minimum tillage is clearly 

a better method than ploughing with regard to climate change, However, we believe most 

non-organic farms that practice this drench their land with glyphosate or similar, to eliminate 

all greenery first. Glyphosate, is now classed as a carcinogen and is now found in small 

amounts in the air, our food, our urine and breast milk. So perhaps the emphasis should 

change to healthy, sustainable farming rather than even more efficient. 

As another example, section 14.2.5, ‘By 2050 Scottish farmers will be making full use of 

technology to apply precision farming techniques across the board, and Scotland’s land will 

be producing healthy, nutritious and high quality food’. This is something organic farmers do 

now, never mind 2050!  

Thank you for your time and hope that you manage to make some changes that take into 

account the relevant work of all the Scottish organic farmers to date. 
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