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26 April 2020 

 

Dear John Wilkes, Judith Robertson and Bruce Adamson, 

Equality and human rights and the Coronavirus response in Scotland 

Thank you for your letter of 16 April, which called for the Committee to hold an 

urgent inquiry into equality and human rights and the Coronavirus response in 

Scotland. 

 

As you will have noted the Committee agreed on 8 April 2020 to undertake an 

inquiry into Coronavirus (Covid-19) and the impact on equality and human rights. 

As a first step the Committee agreed to write to the Equality and Human Rights 

Commission and the Scottish Human Rights Commission to seek your views. I 

appreciate that those letters will have crossed with receipt of your tripartite letter, 

and so I’d like to clarify that the Committee would also welcome a response from 

the Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland.  

 

We acknowledge that you are “generally supportive of the efforts by the Scottish 

Government”, but caution that any measures taken should be “necessary, 
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proportionate and time-limited in order to minimise their impact on equality and 

human rights”. 

 

You may be interested to learn that the Committee further considered its approach 

to its inquiry at a remote informal meeting on the 23 April. It agreed a remit and how 

it would gather evidence from stakeholders. We hope to formally launch our inquiry 

soon. We are cognisant of the Scottish Government reporting measures set out in 

the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act.  Our approach is intended to enable flexibility to 

respond to urgent concerns, as well as any issues that arise over the medium to 

longer-term. It will also enable the Committee to examine any disproportionate 

impact because of the significant measures contained within the Health Protection 

(Coronavirus) (Restrictions) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 made under the 

Coronavirus Act 2020. 

 

To ensure equality and human rights are central to scrutiny across the Scottish 

Parliament, the Committee will work with other parliamentary Committees. This will 

include the new Covid-19 Committee established to consider and report on the 

Scottish Government’s response to COVID-19 including the operation of powers 

under the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act, the Coronavirus Act and any other legislation 

in relation to the response to COVID-19 and any secondary legislation arising from 

the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act and any other legislation in relation to the response 

to COVID-19.  

 

The Committee notes that the Commissions and the Commissioner stand ready to 

support the work of the Committee; we appreciate this offer of assistance and look 

forward to receiving your views as requested on 16 April. 

 

Keep safe and well.  

 

Your sincerely, 

 

  

Ruth Maguire MSP 

Convener 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


