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Dear Mr Singh, 
 
Thank you for your e-mail dated 2 April 2020 in which you ask whether National Records of 
Scotland or any public body in Scotland have any data on how many Sikhs have either been 
diagnosed with Covid-19 or died as a result. Firstly, please accept my sincere condolences 
on the death of your friend and colleague, Surinder Singh. May I apologise for the delay in 
replying to your e-mail. 
 
We fully recognise the importance of having an accurate picture of how Covid-19 is 
impacting on minority ethnic communities in Scotland, so that we can take appropriate 
action. That is why analytical partners across the Scottish Government, National Records of 
Scotland (NRS), Public Health Scotland (PHS) and NHS are working together to consider 
how we can better understand the impact of Covid-19 on those from all minority ethnic 
communities.  
 
Ethnicity data is absent in relation to around 9% of Covid-19 related deaths, which means 
that this data cannot be used to draw reliable conclusions. More information on the quality of 
the death registration data on ethnicity can be found here. Scottish Government are currently 
looking at how other datasets can be used to improve the quality of ethnicity data.  
 
NRS aim to produce an analysis similar to that recently published by the Office for National 
Statistics for England and Wales. As this analysis progresses NRS will confirm a publication 
date. Public Health Scotland have published statistics by ethnic group for lab-confirmed 
Covd-19 patients in this week’s report.  
 
The Chief Statistician is leading a taskforce whose aim is to support decision making by 
bringing together key identified datasets in a secure computing environment, and enabling 
researchers from across Scotland to do collaborative research and analysis to provide 
evidence for important Covid-19 related decisions.  
 

http://www.lobbying.scot/
mailto:sikhfederationuk@yahoo.co.uk
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/vital-events/deaths/deaths-background-information/ethnicity-of-the-deceased-person
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An important component of this is the ability to link datasets to understand the effects for 
different parts of Scottish society, including – where possible – by protected characteristic. 
Details of this work will be published shortly.  
 

 
 

FIONA HYSLOP 
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