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Introduction 
 
Edinburgh Secure Services Howdenhall is one of five residential secure units in Scotland. 
It is owned and operated by the City of Edinburgh Council. Edinburgh Secure Services is 
registered to provide secure care and accommodation to young people between the ages 
of 10 and 17 years. 
 
In November 2016, the secure service reduced the size of its provision from twelve beds to 
six and these are located in the Braid Secure Unit at Howdenhall. The personal 
accommodation for young people at the unit comprises a single bedroom and includes en- 
suite shower and toilet facilities. At night, the bedrooms are locked.  
 
There is also a lounge, a smaller sitting room for one-to-one activities, a dining room, a 
recreation room and a small gymnasium. There is also a secure outdoor courtyard for 
physical activities. 
 
The unit also provides education for the young people held there and there are a number 
of classrooms which form the unit’s school. 
 
The visit 
 
On arrival, we were met by the Head of Service, Peter McCloskey for an initial discussion 
about the unit. Peter informed us that he had worked at the unit for 22 years and provided 
a brief history of how the unit has developed over time. 
 
He then provided an overview of the referral process for young children and outlined some 
of the circumstances which could lead to young children being referred to a secure unit. He 
also stated that the unit could take young people from right across the country and on the 
day of the visit, there was a young person from Derby being held there.  
 
We then had a general discussion about the provisions in the Bill and Alex provided an 
overview of the legislation and the evidence which the Committee had taken so far. We 
also discussed the importance of a trauma-based approach when dealing with children and 
young people and the prospect of adopting the Barnhaus approach as part of that journey. 
 
We were then given an extremely informative tour of the unit which was led by one of the 
young people at the unit. The young person who led our tour was very frank about what 
she felt were the good and bad points of the unit but it was obvious from the interactions 
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which she had with members of staff as the tour progressed that she had built up a very 
positive and mutually respectful relationship with them. We were shown a number of the 
unit’s classrooms and also got to see the various accommodation suites within the unit.           
 
As the visit took place on a school holiday, none of the children were in class and a 
number of education staff were undertaking accreditation training. This meant that a 
planned meeting with some of the education staff was not possible. However, we did meet 
with four other members of staff along with the young person who led our tour, and another 
young person, to discuss why we were there and to hear their views about the legislation.  
 
Alex again provided the group with an overview of the legislation, information on the 
UNCRC’s1 position with regard to the age of criminal responsibility and a brief run through 
of the evidence which the Committee had heard. The group were extremely interested in 
what the legislation was seeking to achieve and also raised some challenging questions 
with regard to the legislation itself and the wider issue of seeking to provide appropriate 
support and care for young children both in the community and once they had been 
referred.  
 
The visit concluded with another short meeting with Peter McClosky where Alex thanked 
him for what had been an extremely illuminating and informative visit. 
 
   
  

                                                
1
 United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. 


