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BY E-MAIL 
 
Rachel Edwards 
Equalities and Human Rights Committee 
The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 29 August 2017 
EH99 1SP 
 
 
 
 
Dear Rachel 
 
PRISONER VOTING EVIDENCE SESSION 
 
Thank you for your E-Mail of 19 July requesting the attendance of a representative from the 
Scottish Prison Service (SPS) at an evidence session on prisoner voting being held by the 
Equalities and Human Rights Committee on Thursday 7 September.  Whilst SPS is always happy to 
attend and provide evidence at such sessions, on this occasion, I do not believe that our 
attendance would be of value to the Committee as we would only be able to provide very limited 
input into the evidence session.  However, I thought it would be helpful to provide some written 
evidence in regards to how SPS implements current Government policy regarding a prisoner's 
right to vote; advises eligible prisoners on voting procedures; and ensures the confidentially for 
those eligible prisoners who exercise their right to vote. 
 
Prior to any election, SPS will contact the Elections and Constitution Division at the Scottish 
Government to confirm the franchise requirements, voting arrangements and key dates for 
registering to vote and the final dates for postal or proxy voting.  We will then issue a Governors 
and Mangers Advice Notice which will provide information to staff to enable them to answer 
questions from those in our custody regarding the forthcoming election.  This will normally 
include information such as who in our custody is eligible to vote; how to register to vote 
(including details of Electoral Registration Officers); and how to make an application for absent 
voting and completion of the ballot paper.  The notice will also advise that those registered for an 
absent vote may be sent election literature and on application, be allowed to write to the 
campaign organisation's agents in the constituency/ward in which they are registered. 
 
The Advice Notice will also remind staff of the importance of the principle of a secret ballot and 
remind them that there should be no interference with ballot papers.  SPS staff are very familiar 
with dealing with such confidential correspondence and are aware of the importance of not 
interfering with such correspondence. 
 
I have attached for information a copy of the Advice Notice issued in March 2017 concerning the 
Scottish Council Elections that took place on 4 May. 
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I hope you find this information helpful. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
COLIN McCONNELL 
Chief Executive 
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