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Our ref: EAG Commissions 
05 August 2020 
 
 
Dear Ms McAlpine, 
 
I am today writing to update the Committee on the status of the Expert Advisory Group on 
Migration and Population. Last month, the Expert Advisory Group published their latest 
report which was an update to their February 2019 report, considering the impact of the UK 
Government’s proposed immigration policy changes and how these may affect Scotland. 
The report is available at the following link: 
 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/uk-immigration-policy-leaving-eu-impacts-scotlands-
economy-population-society-july-2020-update/. 
 
The Expert Advisory Group’s fourth report, on migration within Scotland and from the rest of 
the UK, has been finalised and will be published shortly. I will share this report with the 
committee upon publication. 
 
It is vital that, as a government, we continue to seek to inform our public policy with sound 
evidence rooted in trusted, independent advice. I have therefore enclosed a copy of my letter 
to the Chair of the Expert Advisory Group setting out two future commissions for the Expert 
Advisory Group. I have asked that the first of the two responses is returned to me by 
November 2020, with the second following by March 2021. 
 
Finally, I have copied this letter to the Convenor of the Finance and Constitution Committee, 
Bruce Crawford MSP, and the Convenor of the Economy, Energy and Fair Work Committee, 
Michelle Ballantyne MSP, as the above reports and the new work the Expert Advisory Group 
will be undertaking are also of relevance to those Committees. 
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Best regards, 
 

Ben Macpherson 
Minister for Public Finance and Migration 
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Our ref: EAG Commissions 
05 August 2020 
 
 
Dear Ms Boswell, 
 
I would like to thank you and the members of the Expert Advisory Group on Migration and 
Population for your work in preparing analysis on your updated annex to your February 2019 
report and on migration within Scotland and between Scotland and the rest of the UK.  
 
I am now writing to provide you with two further commissions from the Scottish 
Government. Within the terms of the remit of the group, I would be grateful if you could now 
undertake the following: 

 
1. Consider how a distinct approach to migration for remote areas, as recommended by 

the  Migration Advisory Committee in their reports of May 2019 and January 2020, could 
impact and benefit Scotland’s remote and rural communities. This should include 
consideration of how a bespoke migration route for remote areas could affect the 
devolved responsibilities and priorities of reversing population decline and increasing 
the sustainability of remote and rural communities, for example, by promoting 
employment and inward investment in remote and rural areas and the delivery of public 
services within those communities.  
 

2. Assess the impact that current UK family migration rules have on families in Scotland, 
with particular regard to the impact on areas of devolved responsibility including the 
effect on the growth of the Scottish economy, the sustainability and wellbeing of 
Scotland’s communities, Scotland’s labour market and the operation of devolved public 
services in Scotland. 

 
In line with the terms of reference for the group, you are able to draw on administrative and 
secretariat support from my officials in the Scottish Government. You are also able to 
request analytical support as necessary from the relevant economist, statistician and social 
research teams in the Civil Service. However, as with previous commissions, the findings of 
the group will be yours alone, and independent of government.   
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It is up to you as Chair to determine how the group approaches these commissions and how 
it draws on the available resources to support it in its work. You should prepare a workplan in 
discussion with my officials, setting out how the group proposes to respond to these 
commissions. 
 
I look forward to your responses, the first of which I would be grateful to receive by 
November 2020. I would welcome a response to the second request by March 2021. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 

Ben Macpherson MSP 
Minister for Public Finance and Migration 
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