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21 December 2020 
 
 
Dear Convener 
 
WRITTEN UPDATE ON SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT’S RESPONSE TO COVID-19  
 
Thank you for your letter of 15th December in which you request that I continue providing 
these updates monthly until the end of the session which I am very happy to do.   
 
The attached written update for December follows my letters of 24th April, 28th May, 10th 
June, 3rd July on the new Performing Arts Venue Relief Fund, 10th July on the new UK 
Government funds, 6th August on the £185m fund, 1st September on the £59m funds, 29th 
October, 26th November and my evidence to the committee on 21st May about measures to 
support the cultural sector during the current emergency.  The attached document addresses 
those aspects that you raised in your letter of 1st June and provides an update since my last 
letter to the committee.   
 
The Scottish Government has now allocated more than £100m on supporting culture and 
heritage from recent funds out of a total allocation of £107m. £97m of this comes from 
consequentials from the UK Government, and a further £10m which had been allocated to 
the Performing Arts Venues Relief Fund before the UK Government funding was announced.  
 
We are reviewing final decisions on the remaining funding, including the options of 
supplementing some of the funding already announced, once we have the fuller picture of 
potential demand. We are in close dialogue with the culture sector to ascertain their needs 
so we can respond accordingly. It is still the intention to allocate the remaining portion of the 
£97m this financial year.   
 
 
 

http://www.lobbying.scot/
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Most recently, on 20th December I announced an additional £7.1m to secure the future of as 
many grassroots music venues and independent museums as possible. Additionally, on 15th 
December the Scottish Government announced new funding of £13 million to provide further 
support for the events sector in Scotland, including the new Pivotal Event Businesses Fund. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FIONA HYSLOP
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WRITTEN UPDATE ON SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT’S RESPONSE TO COVID-19 FROM 
CABINET SECRETARY FOR THE ECONOMY, FAIR WORK AND CULTURE IN 
DECEMBER 2020 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
This update addresses the issues the Committee expressed interest in on 1st June, notably  
 a break-down of the Scottish Government’s sector-specific initiatives within the culture 

portfolio,  
 the work that is being done to support cultural stakeholders to become operational again 

in line with physical distancing requirements, including the development and publication 
of relevant sector-specific guidance and  

 the timetable, or sequencing, in which you expect different cultural venues to be 
reopened (such as cinemas, museums, theatres, live music venues etc.) and the factors 
that will determine when and how this can occur. 

 
It also provides an update on recent Scottish Government support for the culture sector. 
 
Please note that this only summarises developments since the last written update and does 
not repeat the content of previous updates. 
 
 
1 A BREAK-DOWN OF THE SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT’S SECTOR-SPECIFIC 
INITIATIVES WITHIN THE CULTURE PORTFOLIO 
 
A GRASSROOTS MUSIC VENUES 
 
On 20th December I announced the next phase of the Grassroots Music Venue Stabilisation 
Fund which will provide £4 million to live music venues that were financially sustainable 
before coronavirus (COVID-19) to prevent permanent closure and stabilise until April 2021. 
 
This fund will go live in January. 
 
This additional funding for grassroots music venues will build on previous support provided 
and it will aim to reach as many people as possible. 
 
 
B CREATIVE SCOTLAND’S SUPPORT  
 
Creative Scotland continue to deliver an agile and effective  response to Covid19, now 
focused on the £31.5m emergency funds they are delivering on behalf of Scottish 
Government which were announced on 28th August.  These include the:  

 
 The £15m Culture Organisations and Venues Recovery Fund which received 348 

applications totalling over £22m. 233 applicants have been awarded a total of £13.15m. 
Creative Scotland is in discussion with the Scottish Government as regards how the 
remaining £1.85m budget from this emergency fund will be allocated and more 
information on that will be shared in due course. 

 £8m Hardship Fund for Creative Freelancers remains open though it will be paused 
briefly over the festive period from 18th December 2020 to 5th January 2021. The £700K 
Screen element of these Hardship Funds opened for applications on 22 September and 
closed after three rounds on 9th December with another £500k added to it. The Fund - 
which was originally £5m was enhanced to £8m from an additional £3m from the Scottish 

https://www.creativescotland.com/funding/funding-programmes/culture-organisations-and-venues-recovery-fund
https://www.creativescotland.com/funding/funding-programmes/hardship-fund-for-creative-freelancers
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Government announced on 3rd November. Creative Scotland are processing the 4000 
applications received so far to this fund and they are delivering funding support on an 
ongoing basis. 

 £3.5m Independent Cinema Recovery and Resilience Fund, which opened for 
applications on 14th September and closed on 5th October. A total of 30 independent 
cinemas and two touring cinema operators were awarded emergency funding. Recipients 
were announced on 3rd November. 30 independent cinemas and two touring cinema 
operators were awarded emergency funding. An additional £50,000 in funding from the 
National Lottery was used to top up this fund. This fund is now closed. 

 £3.5m additional funds for Creative Scotland’s Open Fund which is open for applications 
to individuals and organisations on a rolling basis. Up until week commencing 14th 
December 2020, the fund had received 729 applications from individuals with a total ask 
of £9.5m and 333 applications from organisations, with a total ask of £8.4m. So far, 
Creative Scotland have made 404 awards totalling £7m through this fund, 264 to 
individuals (£3.4m) and 140 to organisations (£3.6m). Awards through the fund are 
announced regularly through Creative Scotland’s communications channels.  The most 
recent announcement was made on 25th November. 

 A £3m Youth Arts funding package comprising of at least £1.2m through the Access to 
Youth Arts Fund which closed on 12th November; £700,000 Small Grants Scheme  
whose successful applicants were announced on 15th December; £50,000 assigned to 
the Time to Shine Nurturing Talent Fund which opened for expressions of interest on 
3rd December, and an additional £1.05m which will support 18 Youth Music and Youth 
Arts organisations to help the recovery of Youth Arts across Scotland and ensure creative 
opportunities for children and young people continue despite the ongoing impact of Covid-
19. hese awards were the first to be announced from the Scottish Government’s £3 million 
funding package for Youth Arts on 12th November.. Further announcements will follow 
regarding recipients of at least £1.2 million through the Access to Youth Arts Fund. 

 The £5m Sustaining Creative Practice Fund supports artists to continue developing new 
creative work that will make a significant contribution to Scotland’s recovery from 
COVID19. There are two elements to this fund:  
  £1.5 million for the Culture Collective programme, supporting organisations 

employing freelance artists to work in and with communities across Scotland. Details of 
the Culture Collective programme were announced on 4th November with a call out for 
notes of interest by 18th November. The Fund received 148 Expressions of Interest 
(EOIs) totalling £28m. 68 organisations, with proposals totalling £14m, have now been 
invited to make full applications. Awards will be announced at the beginning of 
February 2021.  

 £3.5m which has been added to Creative Scotland’s existing open fund, available for 
applications from individuals now. The application threshold has been increased from 
£50,000 to £100,000 and Creative Scotland are simplifying the process, starting with 
individuals and then for organisations. 

 Open Fund: Sustaining Creative Development Creative Scotland’s revised Open Fund: 
Sustaining Creative Development has been open for applications since April. It is a rolling 
fund, accepting applications on an ongoing basis throughout the year supported by 
funding from both the Scottish Government and the National Lottery. Up until week 
commencing 14th December 2020, the fund had received 729 applications from 
individuals with a total ask of £9.5m and 333 applications from organisations, with a total 
ask of £8.4m. So far, Creative Scotland have made 404 awards totalling £7m through this 
fund, 264 to individuals (£3.4m) and 140 to organisations (£3.6m). Awards through the 
fund are announced regularly through Creative Scotland’s communications channels, with 
the most recent announcement being on 25th November.  

 

https://www.screen.scot/funding-and-support/screen-scotland-funding/independent-cinema-recovery-and-resilience-fund
https://www.screen.scot/news/2020/11/emergency-funding-to-secure-the-immediate-future-of-scotlands-independent-cinemas
https://www.creativescotland.com/funding/funding-programmes/open-fund-sustaining-creative-development
https://www.creativescotland.com/funding/funding-programmes/youth-arts-fund/access
https://www.creativescotland.com/funding/funding-programmes/youth-arts-fund/access
https://www.creativescotland.com/what-we-do/major-projects/national-projects/national-youth-arts-strategy
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Creative Scotland’s latest comprehensive monthly update to the Committee on 16th 
December provides further details of progress in delivering these funds.  A copy of that letter 
is available at the following link:  
https//:www.creativescotland.com/_data/assets/pdf_file/0005/86036/Creative-Scotland-
December-Update-for-CTEEA .  Creative Scotland also issue regular updates on progress 
with these funds and these are available on their website at the following link:   
https://www.creativescotland.com/what-we-do/latest-news. 
 
 

https://www.creativescotland.com/what-we-do/latest-news
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C MUSEUMS & GALLERIES 
 
On 20th December 2020 I announced the Museums Recovery and Resilience Fund will 
receive an extra £3.1 million to meet demand. This funding will help secure the future of 
Scottish independent museums put at risk by the pandemic and protect the vital role they 
play in communities.  
 
The £4m Museums Resilience and Recovery Fund was launched by Museums Galleries 
Scotland (MGS) and for the first time is providing support to both accredited and non-
accredited museums to ensure that important community organisations can be maintained 
across Scotland. The fund was open to applications from 17 August to 30 October. 117 
applications were received with a total demand of over £10.7 million.  MGS are working at 
pace to assess the applications to prioritise within the current funding envelope. Historic 
Environment Scotland are taking on consideration for 8 of these awards totalling £1.3m as 
the applications are from organisations which, while museums, are more primarily 
considered heritage bodies.  
 
To date 86 awards have been assessed by MGS, with 15 declined, 9 deferred and 49 
awards made to a total of just under £3.5m. Virtually all of these awards are partial awards in 
an attempt to ensure the greatest coverage for the fund. The priority has had to be on 
survival rather than on ensuring museums are well primed for recovery.  There are still 
£2.6m of applications to be assessed, however over and above this, £600k of potential 
additional awards have been identified as a priority. Now that further funding has been made 
available these identified priorities can be met.  
 
MGS announced on 8th October a museum Development Fund, to be funded from their 
unallocated general grant. This a project fund (which will not fund core costs), for museums 
which have not been eligible for other COVID-19 funding. It is designed to enable these 
museums to engage with communities, develop digital capacity and develop workforce 
capacity. There will be two rounds of funding, closing on 13th November 2020 and 5th 
February 2021.  
 

 
D        HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT 
 
Like the wider culture sector, the historic environment sector has been badly impacted by 
COVID-19. Many have been able to secure support through our Business Support Fund 
including the Pivotal Enterprises Resilience Fund (PERF) and the Creative, Tourism and 
Hospitality Enterprises Hardship Fund, and the Third Sector Resilience Fund. 
 
In addition, we have offered tailored support directly to a handful of organisations. We have 
provided a total package of £37.1m to support our lead public body, Historic Environment 
Scotland to enable its properties to reopen, protect jobs, and secure committed grants to 
heritage organisations. We have also provided £3.8m to protect jobs and reopen properties 
at the National Trust for Scotland and £270,000 to help secure the future of New Lanark 
World Heritage Site. 
 
On September 17th I announced a further £4 million to support historic environment sector 
recovery. This includes the £2.6 million Historic Environment Recovery Fund (HERF) 
delivered through Historic Environment Scotland, which will support organisations which 
were financially viable prior to COVID-19 and are now at risk of failure. The HERF opened to 
applications on 12th October and closed on 2nd November. Further information about the 
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Fund is available at the following link: https://www.historicenvironment.scot/grants-and-
funding/our-grants/historic-environment-recovery-fund/  
 

https://www.historicenvironment.scot/grants-and-funding/our-grants/historic-environment-recovery-fund/
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/grants-and-funding/our-grants/historic-environment-recovery-fund/
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2 WORK TO SUPPORT CULTURAL STAKEHOLDERS TO BECOME 
OPERATIONAL AGAIN IN LINE WITH PHYSICAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS, 
INCLUDING THE DEVELOPMENT AND PUBLICATION OF RELEVANT SECTOR-
SPECIFIC GUIDANCE 
 
The following guidance documents for safe working relevant to the cultural and creative 
sector continue to be revised as necessary in light of the prevailing conditions with the 
pandemic: 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): events sector guidance (includes music events) 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance for creative studios and shared workspaces 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): tourism and hospitality sector guidance 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance for museums, galleries and heritage attractions 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): film and television production guidance 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): cinemas and drive-in cinemas guidance  
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance for the performing arts and venues sector 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): public libraries guidance 
 
 
Screen Scotland  
 
Safe Working Guidance/Film Production  
 
Screen Scotland continues to liaise with the British Screen Commission, PACT, 
broadcasters and producers on the application and revision of safe working guidelines and 
protocols for production and exhibition. These safe working guidelines are available on 
Creative Scotland’s website.  
 
Industry guidelines have been designed to work with the Scottish Government’s Protection 
Levels and to permit production to continue across each Level. The prompt adoption of these 
guidelines has enabled many productions to proceed with filming safely.  
 
The first Screen Scotland funded feature film to shoot in Scotland since the onset of COVID-
19 completed photography in early December. The Origin, the feature debut of director 
Andrew Cumming, was shot on location in the Scottish Highlands. The movie is produced by 
Escape Plan’s Oliver Kassman (Saint Maud) in co-production with Scottish producer Wendy 
Griffin of Selkie Productions (Calibre, She Will, Phea), with financing from Screen Scotland 
and the BFI, awarding funds from the National Lottery.  
 
The Screen Commission is handling a much higher number of film and television drama 
productions than would normally be expected during the winter season.  
 
Funding/Production Update  
 
To date in 2020/21, through Creative Scotland’s Film Development & Production Fund and 
Broadcast Content Fund they have supported the development and/or production of 110 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-events-sector-guidance/pages/overview/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-creative-studios-and-shared-workspaces/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-tourism-and-hospitality-sector-guidance/pages/overview/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-museums-galleries-and-heritage-attractions/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-film-and-high-end-tv-production/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-cinemas-and-drive-in-cinemas/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-the-performing-arts-and-venues-sector/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-public-libraries-guidance/
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projects from Scotland-based producers, writers and production companies, as well as nine 
production company development slates. This has seen support provided to 119 applicants 
with a value of £6.1m for awards made since 1 April 2020.  
 
Separately, Creative Scotland’s Production Growth Fund has supported the production of 
seven films/HETV series in Scotland during the same period with a total award value of 
£3,080,000.  
 
Studio Update  
 
Bath Road (Leith) is now successfully hosting its first production, the Amazon Original 
production, The Rig. Work continues at Screen Scotland to support the development of 
studio infrastructure across Scotland. 
 
Skills & Talent Development  
 
Screen Scotland’s draft Skills Strategy was considered by a new Skills Working Group at an 
online meeting on 23rd November. The draft Strategy was welcomed by all. Final suggested 
amendments are to be provided by 18th December and it is anticipated that the Strategy will 
be published in February 2021. A copy will be provided to the Committee prior to publication.  
 
With the number of films and high-end television dramas filming in Scotland increasing 
above normal levels for winter, Screen Scotland is working with Screen NETS to host new 
trainees within those productions. Screen NETS Industry Training is funded by Screen 
Scotland in partnership with Screen Academy Scotland/Edinburgh Napier University.  
 
Broadcaster Partnerships  
 
Screen Scotland development partnership with Comcast owned Sky Documentaries was 
launched on 13th November. Sky Documentaries and Screen Scotland, with support from 
The National Lottery, will contribute £50,000 each towards the joint initiative to increase 
Scottish content on the network, with Sky seeking feature documentaries and limited series 
ideas with diversity strongly encouraged as part of any proposal, both in front of and behind 
the camera. Submissions are open until 21st December 2020.  
 
Screen Scotland, BBC TWO and BBC Scotland have also announced a new joint initiative to 
encourage Scottish independent production companies to develop proposals for 8x60 factual 
series which have the scale to return. Following shortlisting, a development fund of £15,000 
will be shared across a number of successful proposals from independent production 
companies, jointly funded by Screen Scotland and the BBC. The successful series will be 
broadcast on BBC Scotland and then on BBC Two.  
 
Details of the projects commissioned for development/production funding under each of 
these initiatives will be confirmed in due course.  
 
British Academy Scotland Award Winners 2020  
 
The British Academy of Film and Television Arts in Scotland (BAFTA Scotland) announced 
the winners of this year’s British Academy Scotland Awards during a special Covid-safe 
digital ceremony at the start of December. Screen Scotland supported the awards again this 
year, and directly sponsored the Audience Award (won by Outlander) and the award for 
Writer/Television (won by Paul Laverty for Sorry We Missed You). Comic actor and 
entertainer Stanley Baxter was presented with Outstanding Contribution to Film and 
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Television, while film and television editor Phyllis Ironside received the Outstanding 
Contribution to Craft (In Memory of Robert McCann). Several Screen Scotland supported 
people and productions were nominated in the awards including productions like Guilt, 
Deadwater Fell, The Nest and Elizabeth is Missing.
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3 TIMETABLE, OR SEQUENCING, IN WHICH YOU EXPECT DIFFERENT 
CULTURAL VENUES TO BE REOPENED (SUCH AS CINEMAS, MUSEUMS, THEATRES, 
LIVE MUSIC VENUES ETC.) AND THE FACTORS THAT WILL DETERMINE WHEN AND 
HOW THIS CAN OCCUR 
 
We continue to follow the five-level framework for a refreshed strategic approach to 
suppressing Coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreaks across Scotland. 
 
The framework indicates different levels of protection that might be needed based on 
different levels of transmission for the virus. It allows for rapid but proportionate responses 
on both a local and national basis using a transparent range of measures and options. 
 
The framework comprises five protection levels. ‘Level 0’ is effectively the same level of 
protection as the Route Map Phase 3 measures Scotland reached in August and will act as a 
baseline, with four levels above that designed to apply increasing protection from the virus in 
areas according to prevalence, the risk to communities and the need to protect the NHS. 
 
Levels 1, 2 and 3 are broadly equivalent to the UK Government levels to offer some 
uniformity with measures south of the border.  
 
Levels will be reviewed on a weekly basis. Ongoing financial support is set out in the 
framework and will be available to businesses which are required to close or which can 
remain open but will be directly affected by restrictions.  
 
The Scottish Government continues to work with local authorities to ensure grants are made 
available quickly and efficiently. 
 
The full strategic framework, details about the Covid protection levels, and what you can and 
cannot do at each level and a postcode checker are available on the Scottish Government 
Webpage.  
 
Three local authorities will move from level 2 to level 3 on 18th December: East Lothian, 
Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire.  All other areas will remain unchanged in their levels. 
This means a number of local authorities remain in level 3. These are City of Glasgow, 
Renfrewshire, East Renfrewshire, East Dunbartonshire, West Dunbartonshire, North 
Lanarkshire, South Lanarkshire, East Ayrshire, South Ayrshire, Stirling, Midlothian, West 
Lothian, Perth & Kinross, South Ayrshire, North Ayrshire, Clackmannanshire, City of 
Edinburgh, and Dundee. Argyll & Bute, Angus, Inverclyde, and Falkirk will remain in level 2. 
Dumfries and Galloway, Scottish Borders, Shetland, Orkney, Western Isles, Moray and 
Highland will remain in level 1.  
 
 
HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT SCOTLAND REOPENING 
 
HES conducted a phased approach to reopening since August 2020 and at one point had 
223 Properties in Care open. These were a mix of staffed and unstaffed sites, with some 
necessary restrictions to ensure safe access is provided. At that time there were 107 sites 
which remained closed, which HES assessed as the lowest priority to reopen, and there will 
be ongoing review work each time revised restrictions are announced. 
 
Going forward each council region will consider re-openings or closures in the context of the 
Strategic Framework, as when regions enter Tier 4 sites are required to close, and you can 
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find details of which sites are currently open here https://www.historicenvironment.scot/our-
reopening-plans-and-covid-19-response/ 
 
 
MUSEUMS 
 

The Museums Galleries Scotland (MGS) website contains informative operational guidance 
for museums during Covid-19 including information on funding, business continuity, care for 
collections and accreditation. Further information is available at the following link: 
https://www.museumsgalleriesscotland.org.uk/ 
 
Museums were permitted to begin opening from 15th July.   MGS’s marketing campaign is 
boosting awareness of which museums are open on their website. As part of this they have 
created an interactive Google Map, showing where museums and galleries are open with 
website links. Of 429 museums and galleries in Scotland, 160 museums had reopened by 
early October before seasonal closures.  

https://www.historicenvironment.scot/our-reopening-plans-and-covid-19-response/
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/our-reopening-plans-and-covid-19-response/
https://www.museumsgalleriesscotland.org.uk/
http://www.museumsarego.com/map
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4 OTHER SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT FUNDING 
 
A NEW £185 MILLION PACKAGE FOR BUSINESS 
 
On 9th December the Scottish Government announced that businesses across Scotland will 
benefit from a new £185 million package of targeted coronavirus (COVID-19) support. 
 
The announcement follows discussions with business groups and sees a wide range of 
sectors benefiting, including arts venues in the new year. We have listened to businesses 
and this assistance will be provided on a sector-by-sector basis, targeted at those who need  
We are developing grant schemes for the events sector, live music and cultural venues and 
for the arts. 
 
We are listening to the needs of business and we will continue to review and refine our 
COVID-19 support offer within the available resources. 
 
More detail on the package will be announced shortly and businesses can expect to apply 
for all the new grant schemes in January. 
 
 
B ADDITIONAL FUNDING OF £13 MILLION FOR EVENT SECTOR  
 
On 15th December the Scottish Government announced new funding of £13 million to 
provide further support for the events sector in Scotland, much of which has been unable to 
operate during the COVID-19 pandemic. Of this, £6 million has been committed for the 
establishment of a new fund which will open soon to support those event businesses which 
are critical to Scotland’s events sector, and without which the capacity to deliver major 
events would be significantly reduced.  
 
The Pivotal Event Businesses Fund will provide grants from £25,000 up to a maximum of 
£150,000 to support approximately 50 to 100 event businesses whose primary role as 
organisers, suppliers, contractors and venues is critical to the survival of the events sector in 
Scotland, and upon whom the wider events industry and supply chain are most reliant for 
their own business and operations. 
 
Organisations applying to the fund must meet the eligibility criteria including having an 
annual turnover in excess of £500k prior to the COVID-19 pandemic; be directly involved in 
the delivery and organisation of at least five major events, festival or business events each 
year; employ a minimum number of staff, and events must be the primary source of the 
organisation’s income. This Fund is intended to support those pivotal businesses who 
operate at a size and scale in their sector and/or location where the loss or insolvency of that 
business would have a significant and detrimental impact on Scotland’s ability to continue to 
host and stage major events. Additionally, the fund will be targeted to support businesses 
which are experiencing critical financial problems that threaten insolvency or significant job 
losses due to the impact of COVID-19. 
 
The remaining funding will be used to set up a separate fund to provide broader support to 
businesses across the full range of the events sector, including the supply chain, and will be 
announced early in the new year. 
 
The latest funding follows the £10 million that I announced in July for the events industry, of 
which £6 million was allocated to the now closed Event Industry Support Fund while £2 
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million was allocated to Scotland’s Events Recovery Fund currently being run by 
EventScotland.  
 
The events sector has faced severe challenges throughout 2020 as the restrictions 
necessary to contain the coronavirus pandemic have left most businesses unable to operate. 
While the arrival of a vaccine offers grounds for hope, the events sector and its wider supply 
chain will continue to experience difficulties for some time to come. 
 
We were able to provide financial support for the events sector in the autumn but we have 
continued to listen and we acknowledge that further funding is required. This additional £13 
million will allow us to help hard-pressed businesses going forward and ensure that they are 
ready to support the recovery when it is safe to operate again. 
 
Scotland has a well-earned reputation for delivering successful events at local, national and 
international level. We are working collaboratively with the industry to ensure that the sector 
has a future to look forward to and that we maintain our position as the perfect stage for 
events. 
 
The Pivotal Event Businesses Fund administered by VisitScotland, with eligible 
organisations first asked to complete an Expression of Interest form to demonstrate they 
meet the eligibility criteria. This form went live at noon on Wednesday 16 December and will 
be open for one week until 5pm on Tuesday 22 December with full details of the process and 
requirements available at: https://www.visitscotland.org/events/funding/pivotal-event-
businesses-fund 
 
From the expressions of interest, approximately 50 - 100 organisations which meet or 
exceed the eligibility criteria, and which are assessed to represent a sectoral and 
geographical spread of the most significant event organisers, suppliers and venues 
operating in Scotland, will then be asked to submit a full application. 
 
Scotland’s events industry continues to be severely impacted by the ongoing effects of 
COVID-19. The £6 million Pivotal Event Businesses Fund will provide vital funding to 
businesses critical to our industry’s survival, and without whom our capacity to deliver major 
events would be significantly reduced.  
 
Events play a key role in our communities by sustaining livelihoods and bringing, social, 
cultural and economic change so ensuring the industry’s survival is key to Scotland’s 
recovery from this pandemic.  
 
The full application process has been designed to ensure that funding reaches the 
businesses where it is needed the most to ensure the recovery of the sector. Organisations 
who have been in receipt of other COVID-19 funding are not excluded from submitting an 
Expression of Interest as long as they meet the eligibility criteria. 
 
For the purpose of this fund, events are defined as one off or annual occurrences including 
live sporting and cultural events and festivals that are open to the public to attend, and major 
business events, incentives and conferences.  
 

https://www.visitscotland.org/events/funding/pivotal-event-businesses-fund
https://www.visitscotland.org/events/funding/pivotal-event-businesses-fund



