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Dear Convenor, 
 
I am writing to thank you for inviting me to attend the Scottish Parliament’s Culture, 
Tourism, Europe and External Affairs Committee on 10th December. I was grateful for the 
opportunity to answer the Committee’s questions on the new Points Based Immigration 
System, how it will benefit Scotland and the role Scottish interests have had in shaping it. 
 
I am also grateful for your follow up letter of 14 December 2020 and pleased to note your 
welcome of the announcement I made regarding the Permit Free Festival (PFF) list. Whilst 
I used the Edinburgh International Festival as an example, the “roll-over” of the 2020/21 
list into 2021/22 will apply to all festivals currently listed in the Immigration Rules unless 
they indicate they wish to opt out of this. 
 
The Home Office will also accept applications from festivals who meet the criteria to be 
added to the list, but those being “rolled over” will not need to do so. As I outlined during 
the meeting, I saw little point asking those on the PFF list to re-apply this year given the 
reasons for their events not going ahead or only doing so with very reduced numbers are 
obvious.  
 
It is our intention to use the next year to engage and work with the sector on moving to a 
multi-year approach rather than the current process of needing to re-apply each year. 
Additionally, we will take the chance to consider the wider position of festivals and cultural 
events who may currently rely on other provisions of our migration rules, such as 
Permitted Paid Engagement (PPE) activities, rather than the PFF. This will ensure our 
short-term immigration routes continue to enable temporary events to showcase 
international artists who are in the UK for short periods of time.   
 
In the meantime, and as mentioned during the Committee session, the UK Government 
recently amended the legislation relating to entry via Ireland. So those entering the UK via 
Ireland from 11pm on 31st December 2020 will be able to undertake PPE activities in a 
similar way to those entering the UK from outside the Common Travel Area.  
 
I would be very happy to return to the Committee at a later date to discuss our emerging 
proposals, if this would be of interest. 
 
 



I noted your request for clarification of the expected relationship structure between the 
Home Office and Edinburgh Festivals particularly with regards to the managing of work 
permits. For clarity, those performing at a PFF who do not already have a right to work, 
can arrive as visitors into the United Kingdom and be paid for their participation, rather 
than having to apply for entry clearance under the sponsored work routes. This provides 
those festivals the ability to access a world of talent to make their events the very best. 
 
Non-visa nationals can apply for entry as a visitor at the border; but visa nationals must 
apply for a visit visa in advance of travel. When considering an application for a visit visa 
from a visa national, having an established relationship with a trusted partner can provide 
us with greater reassurance an individual applicant will abide by the terms and conditions 
of their visit visa conditions. This is what we do with academics who are visa nationals and 
who have been invited to give a special lecture or participate in a conference by a higher 
education partner that we already have a good relationship with, like Edinburgh University.  
 
Turning to your question about meetings with members of the Scottish Government; as 
you will recall, I outlined in the session several meetings I would be happy to have on 
migration matters. Whilst I meet and speak regularly with the political spokespersons for 
the parties in the UK Parliament, including Labour and the Scottish National Party, as 
ministerial meetings these should not be used to consider immigration policy in isolation to 
the wider context of devolved responsibilities.  
 
For example, demanding a change in UK resettlement policy, but not outlining how the 
Devolved Administration concerned would offer spaces in its devolved responsibilities to 
match its thoughts, does not make for a constructive meeting. For this reason, I do not 
plan to offer personal meetings with Mr Macpherson to discuss topics related to 
Immigration Policy in isolation from other colleagues (although I note Ms Gilruth has now 
been appointed the Scottish Government’s Spokesperson on these issues).  
 
I was pleased to hear from Committee members they felt my suggestions of meetings I did 
make would be taken up, one of which included Mr Macpherson attending with a colleague 
on a specific issue. As I said the kettle is on for them if they do although, as of today, none 
of them have. 
 
Finally, when referring to our new Health and Care visa, I used the example of a doctor 
solely in a private practice not being able to benefit. However, I would like to clarify that, as 
detailed in guidance, eligibility for this visa offer is not just based on the occupation. It also 
depends on whether an individual is employed or registered with certain regulatory bodies.  
 
By way of an example, any doctor or nurse, irrespective of where they are working, 
qualifies because of their registration with the General Medical Council or Nursing and 
Midwifery Council. If the occupation is not on the list of bodies detailed in guidance that 
people can be registered with, then all the other requirements must be met. 
 

With my very best wishes. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 
Kevin Foster MP 

Minister for Future Borders and Immigration 




