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8 February 2021 
 
Dear Convener 
 
WRITTEN UPDATE ON SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT’S RESPONSE TO COVID-19  
 
I am pleased to provide the attached update on Scottish Government measures to 
support the cultural sector during the Covid-19 pandemic.  This update follows my 
previous updates throughout 2020.  The attached document addresses those 
aspects that you raised in your letter of 1 June 2020 and provides an update since 
my last letter to the committee and ahead of my appearance before the committee 
on 11 February.   
 
The Scottish Government acted quickly to support the culture sector, and we have 
provided funding well beyond the £97 million consequentials from the UK 
Government’s culture and heritage support package. To date we have allocated 
more than £125 million of additional funding for culture and heritage since the start of 
the pandemic.  Additionally the £185 million business support package announced 
on 9th December 2020 has allowed us to offer more support to the sector in the 
shape of new funds and further tranches of previous funds, including additional 
support for grassroots music venues, museums and galleries, and the events 
sector.     
  
Our support so far includes the £12.5 million Performing Arts Venue Relief Fund, £15 
million for a Culture Organisations and Venues Recovery Fund and £6.2 million 
support for Grassroots Music Venues, including a second tranche that opened in 
January and closed in early February. We have provided £8 million for creative 
freelancers, £3.5 million for independent cinemas and £4 million for youth arts and 
youth music and £23 million for the Events sector. We have also given additional 
support to some of Scotland’s key performing arts organisations announced most 
recently on 17 January 2021.   
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We are reviewing final decisions on the remaining funding, including the options of 
supplementing some of the funding already announced, once we have the fuller 
picture of potential demand. We remain in close dialogue with the culture sector to 
ascertain their needs so we can respond accordingly. It is still the intention to 
allocate the remaining portion of the £97m consequentials this financial year.   
 
Our commitment of up to £7.9 million for a major new television and film studio which 
is to be created in the centre of Glasgow in a collaboration with Glasgow City Council 
and Screen Scotland was also recently announced. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
FIONA HYSLOP 
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WRITTEN UPDATE ON SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT’S RESPONSE TO COVID-19 
FROM CABINET SECRETARY FOR THE ECONOMY, FAIR WORK AND 
CULTURE  
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
This update addresses the issues the Committee expressed interest in on 1 June, 
notably  
 a break-down of the Scottish Government’s sector-specific initiatives within the 

culture portfolio,  
 the work that is being done to support cultural stakeholders to become 

operational again in line with physical distancing requirements, including the 
development and publication of relevant sector-specific guidance and  

 the timetable, or sequencing, in which you expect different cultural venues to be 
reopened (such as cinemas, museums, theatres, live music venues etc.) and the 
factors that will determine when and how this can occur. 

 
It also provides an update on recent Scottish Government support for the culture 
sector. 
 
Please note that this only summarises developments since the last written update 
and does not repeat the content of previous updates. 
 
 
1 A BREAK-DOWN OF THE SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT’S SECTOR-
SPECIFIC INITIATIVES WITHIN THE CULTURE PORTFOLIO 
 
A GLASGOW REVEALS STUDIO PLANS FOR KELVIN HALL 

A major new television and film studio is set to be created in the centre of Glasgow. 

On 14 January Glasgow City Council approved plans to develop a £11.9 million 
production facility within the city's historic Kelvin Hall with substantial support of up to 
£7.9 million from the Scottish Government - delivering a huge boost to the city's 
dynamic screen and creative sectors. 

It is anticipated the first part of the new screen hub will be ready to open later this 
year; with discussions already well advanced with potential tenants. 

Glasgow's plans to create studios at its iconic Kelvin Hall with up to £7.9 million of 
funding from the Scottish Government is a unique opportunity and builds on 
Scotland's ambition to drive growth across all aspects of the film and TV sector. 

This new development would support the city's thriving creative industries sector, 
help develop our skills base and attract film and TV productions, creating significant 
social and economic benefits for Scotland as part of our economic recovery. 

The screen sector is already estimated to be worth up to £500m to Scotland each 
year, with around 60% of that in Glasgow. 
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However, recent changes to how public service broadcasters commission 
programmes, laid down by industry regulator Ofcom, mean there are now huge 
opportunities for creative centres outside London to grow. 

Glasgow has already landed one big prize, successfully bidding for one of two new 
commissioning hubs created by Channel 4 - with a pitch that made much of the 
strength of the city's independent production sector. 

Establishing the new facilities at Kelvin Hall would begin to address a lack of studio 
space that, up until now, has been a significant barrier to bringing larger productions 
to the city and Scotland - including higher-budget scripted and entertainment 
commissions. 

Further details are provided here:  
https://www.glasgow.gov.uk/article/26607/Glasgow-reveals-studio-plans-for-Kelvin-
Hall 
 
 
B SUPPORTING PERFORMING ARTS 
 
On 17 January 2021 I announced that three charitable arts organisations will receive 
a share of £3 million of additional funding as part of the ongoing emergency 
coronavirus (COVID-19) support for culture.  
 
Aberdeen Performing Arts – which runs His Majesty’s Theatre, Aberdeen Music Hall 
and The Lemon Tree – will receive £1.4 million. 
 
Eden Court Highlands – Scotland's largest single-site arts venue – will receive 
£800,000. 
 
Lastly Capital Theatres – which operates the Festival Theatre, the King’s Theatre 
and The Studio in Edinburgh – will receive £800,000. 
 
The funding is part of the £185 million package of targeted COVID-19 funding 
announced by the Scottish Government last month. 
 
This funding will help to secure the future of three of Scotland’s important 
independent performing arts charities, protecting jobs and addressing some of the 
financial pressures they are facing.  
 
These venues all receive UK and international touring work of major scale, make a 
significant contribution to the economy and support a network of arts organisations, 
artists and creatives at the heart of our cities and regions.  
  

https://www.glasgow.gov.uk/article/26607/Glasgow-reveals-studio-plans-for-Kelvin-Hall
https://www.glasgow.gov.uk/article/26607/Glasgow-reveals-studio-plans-for-Kelvin-Hall
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C GRASSROOTS MUSIC VENUES 
 
As I set out in my last update the next phase of the Grassroots Music Venue 
Stabilisation Fund will provide £4 million to live music venues that were financially 
sustainable before coronavirus (COVID-19) to prevent permanent closure and to 
stabilise them until April 2021. 
 
Creative Scotland published the guidance for the new phase of this fund on 20 
January ahead of it opening to applications on 25 January for previous applicants 
and 27 January for new applicants. It closed to applications on 3 February 2021. 
This fund will provide grants of between £10K and £70K for grassroots music 
venues.  Details are available at: Further support for Scottish grassroots music 
venues | Creative Scotland  
 
This additional funding for grassroots music venues will build on previous support 
provided and it will aim to reach as many people as possible. 
 
 
D PROGRESS WITH OTHER SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT SUPPORT 
DELIVERED BY CREATIVE SCOTLAND 
 
Creative Scotland continue to deliver an effective and quick response to Covid19, 
including on the remaining live emergency funds they are delivering on behalf of 
Scottish Government which were announced on 28 August 2020.   
 
These include the:  
 The £5m Hardship Fund for Creative Freelancers addresses the financial 

hardship being felt by creative freelancers in the creative sector. Creative 
Scotland worked with sector partners to deliver this fund and they announced 
those partners on 15 October and the fund opened for applications on 26 
October. On 3 November, the Scottish Government announced an additional 
£3m, taking the total available for this fund to £8m. Creative Scotland re-opened 
for a second round of applications from 10 November to 1 February.  

 The £5m Sustaining Creative Practice Fund enables artists to continue 
developing new creative work that will make a significant contribution to 
Scotland’s recovery from COVID-19.  
 This fund included an allocation of an initial £1.5m for the Culture Collective 

programme, supporting organisations employing freelance artists to work in 
and with communities across Scotland. Details of the Culture Collective 
programme were announced on 4 November and notes of interest were 
requested by 18 November. The Fund received 148 Expressions of Interest 
(EOIs) totalling £28m. 64 organisations, with proposals totalling £14m, have 
now been invited to make full applications. Awards, plus details of the full 
value of this new programme, will be announced shortly. 

 This fund also included £3.5m which has been added to Creative Scotland’s 
existing open fund, available for applications from individuals now. The 
application threshold has been increased from £50,000 to £100,000 and 
Creative Scotland are progressing plans to simplify and streamline the 
process, starting with individuals and followed by that for organisations.  

https://www.creativescotland.com/what-we-do/latest-news/archive/2021/01/further-support-for-scottish-grassroots-music-venues
https://www.creativescotland.com/what-we-do/latest-news/archive/2021/01/further-support-for-scottish-grassroots-music-venues
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 On 12 November, Creative Scotland announced that 18 Youth Music and Youth 
Arts organisations have received a total of £1,053,000 to help the recovery of 
Youth Arts across Scotland and ensure creative opportunities for children and 
young people continue despite the continued impact of Covid-19. On 3 December 
they opened for expressions of interest for the Time to Shine, Nurturing Talent 
Fund and on 15 December Creative Scotland announced the recipients of the 
£700,000 Small Grants Scheme. Further announcements will follow regarding 
recipients of at least £1.2m through the Access to Youth Arts Fund.  

 The Open Fund: Sustaining Creative Development, has been open for 
applications since April 2020. It is a rolling fund, accepting applications on an 
ongoing basis throughout the year supported by funding from both the Scottish 
Government and the National Lottery. Up until week commencing 25 January 
2021, the fund had received 817 applications from individuals with a total ask of 
£11m and 398 applications from organisations, with a total ask of £10.8m. So far, 
they have made 515 awards totalling £9.5m through this fund, 343 to individuals 
(£4.7m) and 172 to organisations (£4.8m). Awards through the fund are 
announced regularly through their communications channels, with the most recent 
announcement being on 27 January. 
 

They are also delivering: 
 Creative Scotland Crowdmatch in collaboration with Crowdfunder - the UK’s 

largest crowdfunding platform - offering expert coaching and match funding, to 
support Scotland’s creatives to run successful crowdfunding campaigns with 
Creative Scotland contributing up to £75,000 of match funding from the National 
Lottery.  

 On 10 December Creative Scotland announced the Touring Fund for Theatre 
and Dance to support Covid-safe touring work from Spring 2021, supported by 
£600,000 National Lottery funding. The deadline for applications is 5 February 
2021.  

 
Creative Scotland’s latest comprehensive monthly update to the Committee on 1 
February provides a snapshot of their response to Covid19 over the last year.  A 
copy of that letter is available at the following link:  Microsoft Word - Creative 
Scotland - CTEEA submission and January Update.docx .  Creative Scotland also 
issue regular updates on progress with these funds and these are available on their 
website at the following link:   https://www.creativescotland.com/what-we-do/latest-
news. 
 
 
E NATIONAL PARTNERSHIP FOR CULTURE: WORK PROGRAMME - 2021 
 
On 22 January 2021 the National Partnership for Culture: work programme - 2021 - 
gov.scot (www.gov.scot) was published.  
 
This sets out the work programme for the National Partnership for Culture (NPC) that 
it will undertake during 2021 based on initial priority areas of focus, cross-cutting 
principles and with the recovery and renewal of the culture sector in Scotland at its 
heart.  
 

https://www.creativescotland.com/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/86427/Creative-Scotland-CTEEA-submission-and-January-Update.pdf
https://www.creativescotland.com/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/86427/Creative-Scotland-CTEEA-submission-and-January-Update.pdf
https://www.creativescotland.com/what-we-do/latest-news
https://www.creativescotland.com/what-we-do/latest-news
https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-partnership-for-culture-work-programme---2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-partnership-for-culture-work-programme---2021/
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The NPC provides advice and guidance to Scottish Ministers on key strategic issues 
affecting culture in Scotland. The Partnership has agreed the work programme that it 
will undertake during 2021 based on initial priority areas of focus, cross-cutting 
principles and with the recovery and renewal of the culture sector in Scotland at its 
heart: 

 cross-cutting theme: promoting the recovery and renewal of the culture sector 
in light of the COVID-19 pandemic 

 cross-cutting principles: (i) Improving joined-up government (ii) Supporting a 
Human Rights-based approach (iii) Increased equality, diversity and inclusion 

 priority themes: (i) Wellbeing (particularly mental health) (ii) Fair work (iii) 
Culture in education (including skills) (iv) Measuring Change 

 
The work programme, which I approved, will also respond to any emerging issues 
which I raise and will be supported by a series of workshops on each priority theme. 
 
Each workshop will focus on agreeing the priority areas for action for each priority 
theme and propose short, medium and long term actions to address key issues. As 
well as NPC members and senior Scottish Government officials from relevant policy 
areas, representatives from Creative Scotland, Historic Environment Scotland and 
Museums Galleries Scotland will be invited to take part as well as key external 
experts from across sectors. Culture Counts and Built Environment Forum Scotland 
will also be invited to participate and to share outputs with members to enable sector 
review of draft agreed priorities and proposed actions from each workshop session.  
 
The Culture Strategy Team within the Scottish Government will continue to make 
any other connections necessary outwith the workshop series, across local and 
national government, to inform and support the work of the Partnership. 
 
The recommendations from the workshops will be presented to me and will be made 
publicly available on the NPC webpages and in their annual report. 
 
 
F MUSEUMS & GALLERIES 
 
On 20 December 2020 I announced the Museums Recovery and Resilience Fund 
will receive an extra £3.1 million to meet demand. This funding will help secure the 
future of Scottish independent museums put at risk by the pandemic and protect the 
vital role they play in communities. £100k of this new funding was to be made 
available for University Museums within the Covid-19 Museum Development Fund, 
as they have not been eligible for the Recovery and Resilience Fund.  
 
The original £4m Museums Resilience and Recovery Fund was launched by 
Museums Galleries Scotland (MGS) and for the first time is providing support to both 
accredited and non-accredited museums to ensure that important community 
organisations can be maintained across Scotland. Round 1 of the fund was open to 
applications from 17 August to 30 October. 117 applications were received with a 
total demand of over £10.7 million.  MGS worked at pace to assess the applications 
to prioritise within the current funding envelope. Historic Environment Scotland took 
on consideration for 8 of these awards totalling £1.3m as the applications are from 
organisations which, while museums, are more primarily considered heritage bodies.  
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All Round 1 applications have now been assessed by MGS. 90 awards have been 
offered to a total of £4.6m. 26 applications were declined largely as the applications 
did not meet the fund criteria. Virtually all of these awards are partial awards in an 
attempt to ensure the greatest coverage for the fund. The priority has had to be on 
survival rather than on ensuring museums are well primed for recovery.  £600k of 
additional awards were identified as a priority and have been funded from the £3m 
uplift.  
 
On 29 January 2021 Museums Galleries Scotland announced that Round 2 of the 
Recovery and Resilience Fund is now open for applications. Expressions of interest 
must be received by midday 19 February 2021.  Further details are available at the 
following link: Museums Galleries Scotland | Recovery and Resilience Fund The 
remaining £2.6m will be awarded in Round 2. Existing applicants who received 
funding in Round 1 are able to update their applications in light of the second 
lockdown and the impact this will have on museums. 
 
MGS announced on 8 October a Covid-19 Museum Development Fund, to be 
funded from their unallocated general grant. This a project fund (which will not fund 
core costs), for museums which have not been eligible for other COVID-19 funding. 
It is designed to enable these museums to engage with communities, develop digital 
capacity and develop workforce capacity. There will be two rounds of funding, 
closing on 13 November 2020 and 5 February 2021.  
 
On 14 January the National Lottery Heritage Fund (NLHF) announced that it is 
investing £1.9m to support the development of three important heritage sites in the 
Scottish Highlands – Braemar Castle, Dundreggan Rewilding Centre and 
Strathnaver Museum. 

The NLHF funding aims to develop the three sites to benefit the local rural 
communities by providing employment and improving the heritage attractions to 
bring more tourists to the area once pandemic restrictions lift. 

An award of  £702,300 will enable the world’s first rewilding centre at Dundreggan on 
a 10,000-acre estate in Glenmoriston, near Loch Ness, to be established.  

Braemar Castle, at the heart of Cairngorms National Park, will receive £555,900 for 
essential repairs to ensure the safety of the castle’s collections and improvements to 
access to the building.  

Lastly Strathnaver Museum, in the Bettyhill area, receives £650,000 to transform the 
1750s former church into a modern museum with a new annex and layout to improve 
the visitor experience and a new archive room. 

The National Lottery Heritage Fund has resumed accepting project funding 
applications for grants between £3,000 to £100,000 and launched an interest-free 
loans pilot. The funding will support heritage organisations adapt to fundamentally 
changed circumstances and develop new, creative and more resilient ways of 
operating. 

https://www.museumsgalleriesscotland.org.uk/funding/recovery-and-resilience-fund/
https://www.braemarcastle.co.uk/
https://www.strathnavermuseum.org.uk/
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/sign-in
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/sign-in
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From 8 February the organisation will resume accepting applications for grants from 
£100,000-£250,000 and £250,000-£5m 

Further details are available at the following link:  £1.9m to help Highlands heritage | 
The National Lottery Heritage Fund and Lifeline given to Highland heritage - 
Museums Association 
 
 
G        HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT 
 
Like the wider culture sector, the historic environment sector has been badly 
impacted by COVID-19. Many secured support through our Business Support Fund 
including the Pivotal Enterprises Resilience Fund (PERF) and the Creative, Tourism 
and Hospitality Enterprises Hardship Fund, and the Third Sector Resilience Fund. 
 
In addition, we have offered tailored support directly to a handful of organisations. 
We have provided a total package of £37.1m to support our lead public body, 
Historic Environment Scotland to enable its properties to reopen, protect jobs, and 
secure committed grants to heritage organisations. We have also provided £3.8m to 
protect jobs and reopen properties at the National Trust for Scotland and £270,000 
to help secure the future of New Lanark World Heritage Site. 
 
On September 17 I announced a further £4 million to support historic environment 
sector recovery. This includes the £2.6 million Historic Environment Recovery Fund 
(HERF) delivered through Historic Environment Scotland, which will support 
organisations which were financially viable prior to COVID-19 and are now at risk of 
failure. The HERF opened to applications on 12 October and closed on 2 November. 
Further information about the Fund is available at the following link: 
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/grants-and-funding/our-grants/historic-
environment-recovery-fund/  

On 26 January 2021 HES announced that over £1.9 million was being distributed to 
over 40 organisations across the country to help support the recovery of Scotland’s 
historic environment sector.  

The Historic Environment Recovery Fund comprises two funding streams. 

The first stream - the Reopening Historic Buildings and Sites stream - offers support 
to help sites reopen to the public including repairs and adjustments to help with 
social distancing. As part of this stream, £240,000 has been awarded to the Queen’s 
Hall in Edinburgh to make the theatre safe for visitors when it is able to re-open,  

£17,625 has been awarded to Duart Castle Partnership to improve the 13th century 
Duart Castle on the Isle of Mull and £73,743 has been awarded to Shetland Amenity 
Trust for works at the Sumburgh Head Lighthouse on Shetland.  

The second stream – the Sector Resilience and Recovery stream – will help 
organisations to protect jobs or skills training posts and to help them address 
COVID-19 related issues. Organisations which HES is supporting in this stream 
include The Scottish Lime Centre, based in Fife, which has been awarded £25,000 

https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/news/ps19m-help-highlands-heritage
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/news/ps19m-help-highlands-heritage
https://www.museumsassociation.org/museums-journal/news/2021/01/lifeline-given-to-highland-heritage/
https://www.museumsassociation.org/museums-journal/news/2021/01/lifeline-given-to-highland-heritage/
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/grants-and-funding/our-grants/historic-environment-recovery-fund/
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/grants-and-funding/our-grants/historic-environment-recovery-fund/
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to upgrade their website, the Strathspey Railway Company, which has been 
awarded £57,700 to safeguard the development of traditional skills including three 
engineering apprenticeships and £39,575 which has been awarded to the Friends of 
Dundonald Castle to improve the resilience of the 14th century castle and visitor 
centre in Ayrshire. 

Details of the announcement are available at the following link: over £1.9 million 
distributed to help support the recovery of Scotland’s historic environment sector. 
 
 

2 WORK TO SUPPORT CULTURAL STAKEHOLDERS TO BECOME 
OPERATIONAL AGAIN IN LINE WITH PHYSICAL DISTANCING 
REQUIREMENTS, INCLUDING THE DEVELOPMENT AND PUBLICATION OF 
RELEVANT SECTOR-SPECIFIC GUIDANCE 
 
The following guidance documents for safe working relevant to the cultural and 
creative sector continue to be revised as necessary in light of the prevailing 
conditions with the pandemic: 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): events sector guidance (includes music events) 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance for creative studios and shared workspaces 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): tourism and hospitality sector guidance 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance for museums, galleries and heritage attractions 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): film and television production guidance 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): cinemas and drive-in cinemas guidance  
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance for the performing arts and venues sector 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): public libraries guidance 
 
To minimise the risk of spreading the virus, the Scottish Government announced 
further tightening of restrictions in Level 4 areas from 5 January 2021. These will 
remain in place at least until the next review on 17 February 2021. 
 
Scotland in lockdown - gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): stay at home guidance  
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): local protection levels - gov.scot (www.gov.scot)   

https://www.historicenvironment.scot/about-us/news/over-19-million-distributed-to-help-support-the-recovery-of-scotland-s-historic-environment-sector/
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/about-us/news/over-19-million-distributed-to-help-support-the-recovery-of-scotland-s-historic-environment-sector/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-events-sector-guidance/pages/overview/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-creative-studios-and-shared-workspaces/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-tourism-and-hospitality-sector-guidance/pages/overview/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-museums-galleries-and-heritage-attractions/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-film-and-high-end-tv-production/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-cinemas-and-drive-in-cinemas/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-the-performing-arts-and-venues-sector/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-public-libraries-guidance/
https://www.gov.scot/news/scotland-in-lockdown/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-protection-levels/
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Screen Scotland  
 
Safe Working Guidance/Film Production  
 
Screen Scotland continues to liaise with the British Screen Commission, PACT, 
broadcasters and producers on the application and revision of safe working 
guidelines and protocols for production and exhibition. These safe working 
guidelines are available on Creative Scotland’s website.  
 
Industry guidelines have been designed to work with the Scottish Government’s 
Protection Levels and to permit production to continue across each Level. The 
prompt adoption of these guidelines has enabled many productions to proceed with 
filming safely.  
 
Funding/Production  
 
After Covid-19 essentially brought a halt to all but a few TV productions – and all 
drama production from March through to summer 2020, film and drama production 
recommenced in earnest in the final months of 2020.  
 
Screen Scotland’s Screen Commission is handling a much higher number of film and 
television drama productions than would normally be expected during the winter 
season. It anticipates that production spend totals will inevitably be below those 
achieved in recent years but remains optimistic that full year 2020/21 figures will be 
significantly better than we might have anticipated at the mid-point of 2020.  
 
Due to confidentiality requirements, not all films and High-End TV produced in 
Scotland this year are listed here but so far in 2020/21 Screen Scotland has 
confirmed The Origin, the debut feature of Scottish director Andrew Cumming which 
wrapped its Covid-19 compliant shoot in Wester Ross in December 2020 and My 
Son, from Ken Loach’s Sixteen Films, starring James McAvoy and Claire Foy, which 
filmed in and around Lochaber in the late autumn. Returning TV dramas Guilt, 
Shetland and Outlander have all recommenced production and while new shows 
Annika (Black Camel for UK TV) and The Rig (Wild Mercury for Amazon Studios) are 
either filming or in the early stages of pre-production. Netflix has returned to 
Edinburgh and the Lothians for the threequel, Princess Switch 3: Romancing the 
Star, and Peaky Blinders are due to film in Aberdeenshire in the coming weeks.     
 
Covid-19 has also seen Scotland’s thriving animation sector hard at work, many from 
home. Again, confidentiality undertakings are in place that prevent details of some 
productions but one of the largest projects completed in Scotland’s animation sector 
in 2020/21 is The Brilliant World of Tom Gates, produced by TG Entertainment (a 
joint venture between Scotland based production companies Black Camel and Wild 
Child) for Sky Kids. Tom Gates was supported by Screen Scotland’s Broadcast 
Content Fund through development and into production. It was recommissioned for a 
second series ahead of its premiere in January 2021.   
 
  



12 
 

Studio Update  
 
Work continues at Screen Scotland to support the development of studio 
infrastructure across Scotland. 
 
Bath Road (Leith) is now successfully hosting its first production, the Amazon 
Original production, The Rig, a super-natural thriller filmed exclusively in Scotland by 
Wild Mercury Productions for Amazon Studios. It will provide a significant number of 
jobs for the Scotland-based crew and is being supported by Screen Scotland to 
expand the number of Screen NETS (New Entrant Training Scheme) trainees 
recruited across 2021.  
  
As already mentioned working with Glasgow City Council (GCC) and the Scottish 
Government, Screen Scotland supported GCC’s bid to redevelop areas within the 
Kelvin Hall as a multi-camera television studio and drama production space. The 
new facility secured commitments of £11.9m of funding in January 2021, of which 
£7.9m will come from Scottish Government.  
 
These facilities complement existing studio and build spaces across Scotland, such 
as Wardpark Studios and the Pyramids Business Park.  Combined with Screen 
Scotland’s focus on skills and talent development, arm-in-arm with the sector, this 
increased infrastructural footprint alongside investment in work-based skills and 
talent development initiatives should enable the screen sector to play a significant 
part in Scotland’s economic and cultural recovery across 2021.   
 
Skills & Talent Development  
 
Following extensive consultation with the sector, broadcasters, training providers and 
public partners Screen Scotland will publish its Skills Strategy in April 2021. This 
strategy will be open-ended and provide for the delivery of flexible tactical 
interventions devised and delivered with industry through the establishment of a 
series of outcome-focused working groups. 
 
In parallel with the finalisation of the Skills Strategy and the work around new 
production infrastructure, Screen Scotland is working with partners to deliver a 
number of significant new interventions designed to develop writers, producers and 
directors including Short Circuit, an ambitious new film talent initiative for Scotland 
delivered by Film City Futures in partnership with Glasgow Film, and funded by 
Screen Scotland and BFI NETWORK and Little Pictures, an intensive programme of 
filmmaking training workshops to support the development of projects with mentors, 
in partnership with GMAC. 
 
Broadcaster Partnerships  
 
Work is progressing on Screen Scotland’s development partnership with Comcast 
owned Sky Documentaries and its joint initiative with BBC TWO and BBC Scotland 
to encourage Scottish independent production companies to develop proposals for 
8x60 factual series which have the scale to return.  
 

https://www.screen.scot/news/2021/01/growing-scotlands-studio-offer
https://www.screen.scot/skills-and-talent/supported-programmes/short-circuit
https://www.screen.scot/news/2020/9/gmac-film-announces-new-filmmaking-opportunity-little-pictures
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Following on from the launch of the Channel 4 Daytime initiative in October 2020, 
subsequent market-building initiatives have been launched with Channel 4’s Factual 
team for the prime-time 9pm slot on the channel, and with Sky Documentaries. Sky 
Documentaries and Screen Scotland to contribute £50,000 each towards the joint 
initiative to increase Scottish content on the network. 
 
Details of the projects commissioned for development/production funding under each 
of these initiatives will be confirmed in due course.  
 
Most recently Screen Scotland worked with VisitScotland, EventScotland, Historic 
Environment Scotland, NatureScot and the National Trust for Scotland to deliver 
Access:Scotland, a new initiative launched in January 2021 aimed at showcasing 
Scotland’s rich heritage on television screens around the world.  
 
 

https://www.screen.scot/news/2020/10/call-for-ideas-for-channel-4-9pm-slot
https://www.sky.com/watch/sky-documentaries
https://www.sky.com/watch/sky-documentaries
https://www.screen.scot/news/2021/01/launch-of-access-scotland
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3 TIMETABLE, OR SEQUENCING, IN WHICH YOU EXPECT DIFFERENT 
CULTURAL VENUES TO BE REOPENED (SUCH AS CINEMAS, MUSEUMS, 
THEATRES, LIVE MUSIC VENUES ETC.) AND THE FACTORS THAT WILL 
DETERMINE WHEN AND HOW THIS CAN OCCUR 
 
A five level framework has been in place from 2 November allowing for a strategic 
approach to suppressing Coronavirus outbreaks across Scotland. 
 
It is a framework of different protection levels based on different levels of 
transmission for the virus, allowing for rapid but proportionate responses on both a 
local and national basis using a transparent range of measures and options. 
 
However, given the steep increase in coronavirus infections and the intensity of 
pressure on the NHS mainland Scotland has been in lockdown (similar to that of last 
March) with a new legal requirement forbidding anyone from leaving their home 
except for essential purposes since 5 January.  As of 2 February the lockdown 
restrictions must stay in place until at least the end of February.  A further update will 
be given on 17 February. 
 
 
HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT SCOTLAND REOPENING 
 
The HES website provides details of their Covid-19 response including plans for 
reopening when that is possible here https://www.historicenvironment.scot/our-
reopening-plans-and-covid-19-response/ 
 
 
MUSEUMS 
 

The Museums Galleries Scotland (MGS) website contains informative operational 
guidance for museums during Covid-19 including information on funding, business 
continuity, care for collections and accreditation. Further information is available at 
the following link: https://www.museumsgalleriesscotland.org.uk/ 
  

https://www.historicenvironment.scot/our-reopening-plans-and-covid-19-response/
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/our-reopening-plans-and-covid-19-response/
https://www.museumsgalleriesscotland.org.uk/
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4 OTHER INITIATIVES 
 
A EVENTS 
 
On 28th January 2021 VisitScotland announced further details of the additional £7m 
of funding announced by the Scottish Government last December to help the sector 
deal with the ongoing impact of COVID-19. 
 
The funding will be delivered in two parts. Top-up payments will be made to existing 
recipients of Events Industry Support Fund awards while a second fund, Events 
Industry Support Fund 2, will be set to receive new applications.  
 
The changes acknowledge the ongoing COVID-19 restrictions and their impact on 
the events industry, with many event businesses having not worked since March 
2020.  
 
It also acknowledges the need to broaden out the eligibility criteria of the original 
Events Industry Support Fund to capture many of those event businesses it did not 
reach the first-time round and who may not have been able to access any funding up 
to this point. 
 
Businesses which have not previously been awarded financial support from the 
scheme will be able to submit applications from the week commencing 15 February 
with further guidance on how to apply available from the week commencing 8 

February.   
 
Further details are available here: Details of £7 million funding support for events 
industry... - News | VisitScotland.org 

https://www.visitscotland.org/news/2021/7m-funding-for-events-industry-confirmed
https://www.visitscotland.org/news/2021/7m-funding-for-events-industry-confirmed



