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Rt Hon Michael Gove MP The Scottish Parliament 
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster,  Edinburgh 
UK Government  EH99 1SP 
                                                            Direct Tel: 0131-348-6226
 E-mail: europe@parliament.scot 
BY E-MAIL  
 9 February 2021 
 
 
Dear Michael, 
 
EU-UK TRADE AND CO-OPERATION AGREEMENT 
 
I am writing to you, on behalf of the Scottish Parliament’s Culture, Tourism, Europe 
and External Affairs Committee1, with regard to the impact of the end of the transition 
period and implementation of the EU-UK Trade and Co-operation Agreement (TCA) 
on the food and drink and agricultural sectors in Scotland.  The Committee has begun 
its scrutiny of the impact of the TCA in Scotland and will continue to scrutinise the 
agreement in the coming weeks.  The Committee looks forward to taking evidence 
from you in due course. 
 
Our initial meeting involved taking evidence from representatives from NFU Scotland 
and Scotland Food and Drink.  They told us of severe problems experienced by 
Scottish exporters all of which could not be described as “teething problems”.  Due to 
concern with the new trading arrangements meat exports are currently 25-30% of 
normal levels due to a more cautious approach being taken by the sector.  However, 
the Committee heard that meat exports would not return to the volume being exported 
prior to the end of the transition period.  The extraordinary burden of paperwork and 
the significant challenges have resulted in many businesses being unable to get their 
products to market. I attach a link to the Official Report containing their evidence— 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13109 
 
Due to the severity of the impacts on food and drink businesses during the initial weeks 
of the TCA, detailed in evidence to the Committee, we agreed to write to bring these 
to your attention and point out the need for immediate action to be taken by the UK 
Government. 
 

                                            
1 Dean Lockhart MSP and Jamie Halcro-Johnston MSP are not signatories to this letter. 
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The Committee is aware that the problems being experienced by Scottish exporters to 
the EU are multi-faceted and complex through virtually every stage of the supply chain.  
However, many of the issues being experienced are a consequence of the paper-
based processes being applied in relation to the customs checks, export health 
certificates and Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary checks. 
 
The Committee considers it essential that the UK Government enters into dialogue 
with the European Commission immediately to agree what measures can be put in 
place to ease trade between the EU and UK.  The Committee notes that the UK 
Government is currently engaged in dialogue with the European Commission with 
regard to the border issues being experienced with regard to trade between Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland.  As an immediate measure to ease the complexity of 
these processes the Committee recommends that IT systems be put in place to 
replace paper-based export procedures.  The Committee recommends that the UK 
Government undertake this process as a matter of urgency. 
 
However, while there may be some measures that can be put in place to ease the 
export of goods to the EU the Committee recognises that many of the issues being 
experienced are a consequence of the structure of the TCA.  In other words, many of 
the issues being experienced do not arise from initial issues resulting from a new 
trading environment, or ‘teething problems’, but are instead a direct consequence of 
the structure of the UK’s new relationship with the EU outside of the Customs Union 
and Single Market.  In this regard the negative economic impact on the Scottish 
economy will continue to be significant into the medium to long-term.  Accordingly, the 
Committee re-iterates that it is essential that the UK Government seeks a six-month 
‘grace period’ in order that systems and processes can be put in place to ease trade 
between the EU and UK. 
 
The Committee recognises that it was always inevitable that the shift to a trading 
relationship with the EU outside the EU Single Market and Customs Union would result 
in significant economic dislocation for an economy that is highly integrated with the 
EU.  That the TCA was agreed on Christmas Eve and the final version of the Border 
Operating Model only became available a matter of hours before the TCA came into 
effect has clearly intensified the immediate shock being experienced by Scottish 
exporters.  That this change took place during a pandemic further intensifies the impact 
on Scottish businesses.  The Committee therefore considers it the responsibility of the 
UK Government to explore all possible avenues to alleviate the economic impact of 
the TCA including through discussion immediately with the European Commission to 
minimise the impact of the issues being experienced.   
 
The Committee heard evidence that if action is not taken immediately, then many 
Scottish businesses face not only losing market share but going out of business 
altogether. 
 
The Committee requires an urgent response to this letter and expects to correspond 
with you regularly as we continue our scrutiny of the TCA prior to you giving evidence 
to the Committee.  Due to the seriousness of the current situation I am copying this 
letter to the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, the Cabinet 
Secretary for the Constitution, Europe and External Affairs and the Cabinet Secretary 
for the Rural Economy and Tourism. 
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Yours sincerely,  
 
 
Joan McAlpine MSP 
Convener, Culture, Tourism, Europe and External Affairs Committee 


