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22 February 2021 

Dear Joan 

I am writing to provide an update on the questions I received from committee members in 
relation to financial support for the events industry, following my most recent appearance at 
the Culture, Tourism, Europe & External Affairs Committee meeting on 11 February 2021.  

Jamie Halcro-Johnston and Christine Grahame raised points about Common Ridings and 
community events and festivals and the additional costs organisers may face going forward. 

As I said in my responses at Committee, EventScotland have a fund that is available to small 
voluntary organisations, to keep them ticking over and to meet fixed costs. As agreed I would 
like to provide further information and an update on this fund. 
The £2.75m Scotland’s Events Recovery Fund (SERF) opened in November 2020 and was 
established in response to the uncertainty created by the pandemic.  It is intended to help 
Scotland’s events sector plan and deliver events through to the end of 2021, and to provide 
support as the industry responds and adapts to the effects of COVID-19. 

The fund aims to help events to resume as restrictions are eased, and address any 
additional costs which may be incurred as a result of new hygiene and health and safety 
requirements, allowing communities and the public to regain confidence in hosting and 
attending events. This is an open fund without a fixed application deadline. 

As of 12 February EventScotland have received 171 applications, 79 of those from 
community events, and events with existing EventScotland funding offers.  The other 92 are 
from events supporting the visitor economy. To date 67 events have been awarded £757k 
from this fund. There are a further 84 applications moving through the assessment/approval 
process. 

http://www.lobbying.scot/


 

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are 

covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See 

www.lobbying.scot 
 

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh  EH1 3DG 

www.gov.scot 


  

 

There have been a variety of event types which have so far been successful in securing 
support, including events as diverse as Burns suppers, film festivals, highland games, 
agricultural shows, community festivals, lighting festivals, festive events, adventure sport and 
food and drink events.  
 
I understand there has been one successful application from a Common Ridings event and a 
further one is currently under consideration.   Common ridings are good examples of the 
types of community events which could be eligible for this particular funding. 
 
I recognise that the continued uncertainty around the duration of restrictions is having a 
severe impact on the events sector in Scotland. The Committee can  be assured that we will 
continue to try to get support funding promptly to businesses and events.  
 
The Committee may be aware that we have been able to allocate £31.5m solely for 
businesses working in the events sector, many of whom will also have been able to access 
funding through other channels. That is not to dismiss the huge financial pressures that we 
know still exist as a result of the continuing prevalence of the virus. 
 
I hope that this letter is helpful to the Committee. If I can be of any further assistance  please 
do not hesitate to contact me.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 FIONA HYSLOP 
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