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Dear Joan,  
 
Thank you for your letter of 24 February on the subject of the preparations being made by 
local authorities to perform checks on goods entering Scotland from Northern Ireland due to 
come into force later this year.  
 
Scotland did not vote to leave the EU yet here we are, contending with the material effects 
on Scottish businesses and communities. The border control post is being established to 
perform checks on goods arriving into Scotland from Northern Ireland that do not qualify for 
unfettered access under the terms of the Northern Ireland Protocol and the UK Command 
Paper on Northern Ireland – in essence, goods from the EU that have transited through 
Northern Ireland and are entering Great Britain.  
 
You are right in your understanding that the Scottish Government laid a Statutory 
Development Order in Parliament on the 24th February. As I said in my evidence to the 
Culture, Tourism, Europe and External Affairs Committee on 4 March 2021, this is a 
contingency measure to ensure that the project can proceed at pace within its demanding 
timescales and save time in the planning process. It is not to bypass traditional planning 
routes or to avoid engagement with the public. Our preference would be to go down a local 
planning route, and we will do that if we can. Either way, we have already committed to 
include a period of statutory or non-statutory consultation with the local community when we 
have a design and preferred location, and this is also a condition of the SDO. 
 
As the local authority, Dumfries & Galloway Council will have enforcement responsibilities at 
the Border Control Post in relation to products of animal origin. The typical funding model for 
BCPs includes an element of cost recovery on a fee-per-check basis, however we 
understand that Dumfries and Galloway face upfront costs associated with recruiting and 
training staff to resource inspections.  The Scottish Government is in discussions with a 
number of local authorities on this issue in relations to new or expanding Border Control 
Posts across Scotland and has invited them to submit costed funding requests for setup 
costs.  
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We are also working closely with the UK Government to ensure that there is access to 
training for any official veterinarian or fish inspector who will be performing official controls on 
imports on behalf of Scottish local authorities.    
 
As I said to the Committee, the Scottish Government is committed to supporting Dumfries & 
Galloway with the start-up costs of establishing a port health team, and officials are engaging 
with council officers to establish those costs.  But we fully expect all the costs relating to 
Brexit to be met by the UK Government – as it has previously promised to do. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

                                                                  
MICHAEL RUSSELL 
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