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_ 
Dear Convener  
 
 
Thank you for your letter of 15 March 2021 seeking an update on progress on resolving the 
the issue of events cancellation insurance following my approaches to the UK Government.  
You also asked whether there are any measures available to the Scottish Government that 
would allow it to underwrite events should the UK Government consider it unfeasible to do 
so. 
 
We do understand that for many events organisers obtaining cancellation insurance has 
been a significant barrier for the sector restarting later this year. 
 
I am afraid I have no progress to report from the Department for Digital, Culture, Media & 
Sport.  At a meeting in August last year, I asked the Secretary of State for Culture, Media 
and Sport, Oliver Dowden MP, to commit to creating an insurance scheme for events.  I 
raised this again in a meeting with Caroline Dinenage MP, Minister of State at DCMS, in 
December and, as you know, wrote to DCMS in January 2021. I have yet to receive a reply 
but have asked my officials to pursue. 
 
UK Treasury officials have indicated that they are continuing to engage with DCMS and the 
events industry to monitor the impact of the crisis on event providers, including the 
availability of insurance cover. They understand that the insurance market for this sector is 
challenging at the moment but maintain that availability of insurance does not seem to be the 
sole factor limiting reopening across the sector. 
 
In the absence of any positive response from the UK Government on a cancellation 
insurance scheme, we are considering what powers are available to us and what level of 
funding would be required to provide comparable support in Scotland, while recognising that 
we do not at this point have sufficient budget cover for a substantive scheme.  Any scheme 
would of course sit alongside the dedicated business support funding that the Scottish 
Government has provided to businesses in the event sector and its supply chain.   
 
We are working closely with events stakeholders, including the Events Industry Advisory 
Group, on how best to support the sector over this difficult period and how to prepare for the 
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resumption of events this summer.  If Scottish Government funding and support can enable 
a number of events to go ahead in the coming months, this may be a way of improving public 
and insurance industry confidence that events can take place successfully and safely with 
COVID mitigations in place.  
 
My officials are in contact with other administrations to keep sighted on any actions that are 
being considered around event cancellation insurance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fiona Hyslop 
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