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Dear Joan  
 
Following my committee appearance on 25 April 2019, here is some information on EU 
membership, the Citizens’ Assembly initiative and Regional Resilience Partnerships. 
 
Any European state which respects and promotes the EU’s values may apply to become a 
member of the EU. The values, as set out in Article 2 of the Treaty on European Union (TEU), 
are “respect for human dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, the rule of law and respect for 
human rights, including the rights of persons belonging to minorities”. The Scottish 
Government shares these values.  
 
Decisions about the conditions and timing of a candidate country’s adoption, implementation 
and enforcement of the EU rules are negotiated between the country and the European 
Commission, the European Parliament and the EU member states of the time as part of the 
accession process. New members are admitted to the EU when they can demonstrate they 
will be able to play their part fully as members, namely by: 

 complying with the EU's standards and rules (the ‘acquis’);  
 having the consent of the EU institutions and EU member states; and 
 having the consent of their citizens – as expressed through approval in their national 

parliament or by referendum. 
 
The Scottish Government engages regularly at both official and Ministerial level with 
representatives of the EU Member States and the EU institutions. Following the EU 
referendum, our discussions with EU representatives have allowed us to set out the potential 
consequences of EU withdrawal on Scotland and to explain the Scottish Government’s 
position which is outlined in Scotland’s Place in Europe. In line with the overwhelming vote in 
Scotland to remain in the EU, I have been consistently clear that the best option for the future 
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wellbeing and prosperity of Scotland and the UK as a whole is to stay in the EU, or if that is 
not possible, in the European Single Market and Customs Union.  
 
In the almost 400 meetings Scottish Ministers have held with European member state  
representatives since the EU referendum, there has been a great deal of sympathy for 
Scotland’s current situation and the position of the Scottish Government.  
 
Ross Greer asked about the involvement of the UK Government in our proposed cross party 
engagement and the Citizens’ Assembly initiative. In her statement on 24 April, the First 
Minister said that if serious and substantial proposals emerge from the process of 
engagement, the Parliament could present them to the UK Government in a unified and united 
way. We would not therefore envisage UK Government involvement before agreement is 
reached between the parties. Similarly, we would not envisage the UK Government playing a 
direct role in the Citizens’ Assembly initiative. My intention is now to discuss both initiatives 
further with the parties, including the operation and remit of the Citizens’ Assembly.  
 
A range of civil servants be involved in supporting the initiatives announced by the First 
Minister on 24 April.  This will be as part of their normal duties so we do not have a figure for 
the numbers who will be involved. 
 
Finally, I agreed to provide more information on Regional Resilience Partnerships. In Scotland 
multi-agency co-ordination is based on three Regional Resilience Partnerships (RRPs - North, 
East and West) which in turn are broken down into 12 Local Resilience Partnerships (LRPs). 
Further information including their geographic coverage is available at 
https://www.readyscotland.org/my-community/ready-in-your-area/ 
 
I hope this is helpful. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MICHAEL RUSSELL 
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