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I am a researcher in economics and statistics with particular interest in the Scottish economy, and a 
member of the Scottish Economic Consultancy Group. 

At present I have been examining Scottish Sea Fisheries. 

Answers are needed to the following questions before we can assess how well Scotland has 
actually benefitted in the fishing industry from EU Structural Funds. 

A. 

1. By how much per annum have Scottish fisheries businesses benefitted from EU structural
funds? With the data separating out the contribution from the EU and the contribution from
the Scottish government?

2. How much in £ terms was actually available from the EU in the Structural fund programme
for Scottish fisheries?

Only by knowing these figures can we ascertain whether Scottish fishermen actually benefitted from 
the programme. 

B. 

1. Scotland has both a coastline and a catch as a percentage of the UK East coast and catch
greater than the percentage accorded Scotland in the Barnett formula. How has this affected
judgements by the Scottish government of whether to go for Structural funds for the fishing
industry. (the difference is so large that the amount of funding that would go to Scotland in
a structural fund project is relatively small and the amount the Scottish government would
have to provide is correspondingly large enough to suggest that getting involved is not worth
the diversion of funds from the government to fisheries. The return to Scotland from
participation in fishing structural funds programmes is exacerbated by the Thatcher budget
refund).

2. 
3. How does the proportion through structural funds for a fishing programme compare with

the proportion received by Spain, France, England, Republic of Ireland, and Denmark?

In other words, is the financial gain to these countries (in proportion terms) greater than the return 
to Scotland of engaging in the programmes? 

2. If this is the case, and Scotlasnd received proportionately less than the other named
countries, why has this been allowed to happen, given that the waters around Scotland are
some of them most productive and largest in the Northern West hemisphere?

3. And again, what can be done about it?
4. Does poor participation in the structural fund programme explain why Scotland has an older

and less advanced fleet than some other European countries?
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