Similar to last year, flexibility will be available to Local Authorities to offset their adult social
care allocations to Integration Authorities by up to 2% and a maximum of £50 million in 202021 based on local needs.
As in previous years, the £100 million transfer from health to local government is to support
high quality social care support reflecting increasing demand placed on Health and Social
Care Partnerships due to demographic change. Social care support enables people to live
independently and spend less time unnecessarily in hospital; be active citizens; participate
and contribute to our society; and maintain their dignity and human rights. To further support
health and social care partnerships with this, Scottish Government is working with COSLA,
local authorities, care providers, people who use support, unpaid carers and people working
in all parts of the social care system on reforms for adult social care. Reforms include a
focus on improved self-directed support practice, approaches to fair work and investment in
social care.
Making sure that patients don't spend any longer in hospital than needed once treatment is
complete relies on the joint work of health boards and local councils - delivered through the
health and social care partnership. While some progress has been made in reducing delays
over the last few years, the latest information has shown an increase on the level last year.
The Scottish Government and COSLA have therefore agreed joint political oversight to drive
improved performance in health and social care through a combination of enhanced joint
accountability and a streamlined improvement and development offer for IJBs. This will be
achieved by working with Local Government and NHS Boards to agree a shared national
and local approach to accountability for delivery. This will take account of standards, data
and measures and we have agreed to work together to develop a small number of
deliverable outcomes to help ensure Integration Authorities use their total resources to focus
on delivery of key areas for improvement, including reducing delays in care.
I am copying this letter to the Convener of the Health and Sport Committee for their interests.
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