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HEALTH HAZARDS IN THE HEALTHCARE ENVIRONMENT 
 
SUBMISSION FROM NHS WESTERN ISLES 
 
To the Health and Sport Committee inquiry on Health Hazards in the Healthcare 
Environment from NHS Western Isles  
  
  
The call for written views is asking for responses to the following questions: 

  
• What is the scale of health problems acquired from the healthcare 

environment in Scotland? 
 
NHS Western Isles has not had any healthcare problems recorded associated with 

the healthcare environment.  

 
 

• What/where are the main risks? 
 

NHS Western Isles’ property portfolio includes 3 hospitals providing acute care, GP 

surgeries, dental surgeries and clinics offering community-based services. The 

Western Isles has three hospitals spread across its area. Built in 1992, the Western 

Isles Hospital in Stornoway is the largest, containing 89 beds. It is spread over three 

floors with a continuously tiled ridged roof. The Uists and Barra Hospital, built in 

2001, is in Balivanich, Benbecula and contains 18 beds.  It is single storey with a 

tiled roof. St. Brendan’s Hospital in Castlebay, Barra is the smallest with only five 

beds. The process for its replacement is being pursued currently.  

 

It is anticipated that the main risks to patients are associated with older hospital 

settings where patients are particularly vulnerable due to age (very old or very 

young), disease or immunosuppression. In the Western Isles, this covers maternity, 

theatre and acute medical/High Dependency Unit in particular.  Such risks will arise 

where there is opportunity for infection with bacteria, such as legionella sp and 

cryptosporidium, or viruses from external environments into hospital or healthcare 

settings.  Covered and contained water systems will reduce exposure by this route. 

 

• Are the current systems and processes in Scotland adequate for 
monitoring, reporting, eliminating or controlling these hazards? 
 

Compliance with legislation is assessed regularly for both the physical estate and 

equipment. The NHS Western Isles Property and Asset Management Strategy 2017 
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indicates that 92% of the physical estate is classed as category A and B (i.e. very 

satisfactory or satisfactory). The last property survey by Capita (2012/13) assessed 

property condition and each property’s performance in relation to statutory 

compliance standards including legionella management.  

 

The SCART (Statutory Compliance and Risk Toolkit) assessment for control of 

legionella in healthcare premises showed a risk score of 4.17 at the Western Isles 

Hospital (green) compared to a maximum risk of 12 (amber). This follows work 

undertaken in 2014 to remove a number of unused and little used water outlets from 

the estate. In addition, all the cold water storage tanks in smaller properties have 

been removed and the systems replaced with small pressurised (mega-flow) 

systems. This has reduced the legionella risks by removing stored cold water. 

 

Equipment such as scope washers undergo regular checks and are withdrawn from 

service in the event of bacteriological failures until such time as compliance with the 

relevant Health Technical Memorandum is achieved.  

 

We consider that the current systems are adequate. 


