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JUSTICE COMMITTEE 
 
HATE CRIME AND PUBLIC ORDER (SCOTLAND) BILL 
 
SUBMISSION FROM JOHN-WILLIAM NOBLE  
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I am writing today to express my deep concerns at the alarming hate crime bill that is 
being proposed. 
 
I am the pastor of a church in Scotland and based on what is being proposed these 
proposals could significantly impact on the very preaching of the Bible. For example, 
if I were to read and preach about Jesus Christ being the only way to be saved and 
about examples of sins against God then such teachings (even reading of the Bible) 
could certainly be interpreted as 'hate speech'. In addition, this is vague and based 
on interpretation and creates a greater danger for one's freedom of speech in this 
land. 
 
I would also stress that much of what can be interpreted as 'hate speech' may not in 
any way be spoken or preached to 'stir up hatred' but if it is interpreted by someone 
in such a manner then this law could create many alarming issues. Our church has 
recently been getting to know of Christians in Pakistan who are brutally persecuted 
and mistreated because of the abuse of a blasphemy of Religion law. I would go as 
far as to say that the premise of this proposed legislation in Scotland can also be 
dangerously abused and interpreted. It also contradicts other laws that already exist 
in this land. 
 
In response to this bill, am I free to read the Bible? Am I free to preach from the 
whole counsel of God (the Bible)? This bill does not in any way safeguard that and 
so far greater clarity is required regarding the free speech clause on religion. The free 

speech clause on sexual orientation must be strengthened so that beliefs about same-sex marriage 
are explicitly covered and more robust debate is also protected. I would also add that any stirring up 
hatred offences covering transgender identity must explicitly protect freedom to use a person’s birth 
name and pronoun and to say that someone born a woman cannot be a man, and vice versa. This 
situation can otherwise become political and this is likely why Police Scotland has said that free 
speech clauses are important to prevent it being inundated with vexatious reports. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
John-William Noble 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  REF NO. J/S5/20/HC/816 

2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John-William Noble 
22 July 2020 


