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Rùnaire a' Chaibineit airson Ceartais 

Cabinet Secretary for Justice 

Humza Yousaf BPA/MSP 

 

F/T: 0300 244 4000 
E: scottish.ministers@gov.scot 

 

  
John Finnie MSP 
Convener 
Justice Sub-Committee on Policing 
 

 

___ 
10 September 2020 
 
 
Dear John 
 
Further to my letter of 1 September 2020 I am now in a position to provide a fuller update on 
the Scottish Government’s work to establish an independently chaired reference group to 
scope the possible legal and ethical issues arising from emerging technological 
developments. 
 
I am pleased to be able to inform you that Dr. Elizabeth Aston, Director of the Scottish 
Institute for Policing Research and Associate Professor of Criminology at Edinburgh Napier 
University, has agreed to take on the role of Chair.  I am confident that Dr. Aston will bring 
her extensive knowledge and expertise in the field of criminal justice to bear on this 
significant piece of work. 
 
My officials will work with Dr Aston in the coming weeks to finalise the remit and membership 
of this group.  Early discussions have already emphasised the importance of bringing 
relevant advocacy groups to the table, as well as ensuring that consideration is given not 
only to the potential impact of new devices, but also of new data handling or processing 
techniques.  I will of course to update the Sub-Committee with details of the final remit and 
initial membership of the Group once they have been agreed with Dr Aston. 
 
With Dr. Aston in place my officials anticipate that the first substantive meeting of the Group 
will be able to take place in the next few months.  Whilst the exact timing and frequency of 
meetings will be for the group to decide, I have requested that a report on the Group’s 
findings be submitted to me in early 2022.  Given the evolving nature of the subject matter, I 
have also indicated that I would like to be kept appraised of any important developments as 
and when they arise during the Group’s deliberations. 
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As with other independent advisory groups, my officials will act as secretariat to this Group, 
and will discuss with Dr. Aston ways in which the public might be able to follow the work of 
the Group. 
 
I trust the the above information is of assistance to you. 
 
 
 

 
HUMZA YOUSAF 
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