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Civil Litigation (Expenses and Group Proceedings) (Scotland) Bill 
 
The Committee is grateful to your officials for the helpful evidence they provided on 
the Civil Litigation (Expenses and Group Proceedings) (Scotland) Bill at 
Committee’s meeting on 5 September 2017. 
 
During that meeting, the Committee asked officials what modelling had been done 
to estimate the impact of the Bill on the number of claims. The Committee were told 
that it would be impossible to estimate the likely number of claims.  
 
This reflects the position taken in the Financial Memorandum, which states that 
“there is difficulty in providing figures for most of the areas provided for in the Bill” 
(paragraph 15). Nonetheless, the Financial Memorandum recognises that the Bill 
may lead to a rise in the number of claims and that there are therefore potential 
financial implications for local authorities, as well as other bodies, individuals, and 
businesses. It does not, however, quantify what these costs might be.  
 
Without any estimate or modelling of the impact of the Bill on the number of claims, 
it is difficult for the Committee to properly assess the potential costs and other 
impacts of the Bill. The Committee would welcome further data from the Scottish 
Government in order to make such an assessment.  For example, has the Scottish 
Government received any information in its discussions with stakeholders – such as 
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the Scottish Courts and Tribunals Service or private legal firms – that it could share 
with the Committee?  
 
As the Committee has now begun to take evidence on the Bill, the Committee would 
be grateful for a reply to this letter as soon as possible, and preferably no later than 
Wednesday 27 September.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Margaret Mitchell MSP 
Convener, Justice Committee 
 


