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27 August 2018 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Convener. 
 
Integration of British Transport Police into Police Scotland 
 

Thank you for your letter of 21 August regarding recent speculation in the media that the 
plans to integrate the British Transport Police into Police Scotland may be about to change. 
  
I am writing to you with an update on current issues in relation to the integration of railway 
policing in Scotland.  
  
The re-planning exercise has, as the Justice Committee are aware, been underway since 
February to revisit the timeline for integration.  
  
Police Scotland informed my officials on Wednesday 22nd August that, in their view, the re-
planning activity, as it stands, does not provide a sufficiently strong evidence base on which 
to agree a new date for full integration of railway policing in Scotland.  
  
I understand that the emerging issues will be discussed at the SPA Board on Thursday 30th 
August. I intend to meet urgently with the SPA and Police Scotland after the Board 
discussion. I recognise there is a need to identify arrangements that could give effect more 
quickly to the Smith Commission’s cross-party recommendations. As such I will bring 
together relevant stakeholders and consider options for the devolution of British Transport 
Police. 

Our long term goal remains the full integration of railway policing into Police Scotland as 
legislated for by the Scottish Parliament and I will keep this under review. 
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I intend to return to Parliament with a further update early in the next session.  
 

 

 
HUMZA YOUSAF  
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