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31 March 2020 
 
Dear Margaret 
 
CORONAVIRUS (SCOTLAND) BILL 2020  
 
I am writing to advise you that the Scottish Government has introduced the Coronavirus 
(Scotland) Bill into the Scottish Parliament today.  I have enclosed links to the Bill and 
accompanying documentation which have been published.  
 
The purpose of the Bill is to respond to the emergency situation caused by the Covid-19 
pandemic. The Bill complements and supplements the Coronavirus Act 2020, passed by the 
UK Parliament on 25 March 2020, to which the Scottish Parliament consented on 24 March at 
the recommendation of the Scottish Government.  
 
The Bill contains a range of provisions to deal with issues arising from the coronavirus 
outbreak. The Bill demonstrates the importance upon which this Government places on 
ensuring the safety of its citizens. The justice provisions in this Bill are limited to those 
considered to be absolutely necessary to ensure our justice system can continue to deliver 
essential services and ensure the most serious criminal cases can continue to be heard 
despite the lockdown and social distancing.  
 
The majority of measures in the Bill will automatically expire six months after coming into force. 
They may, by regulations, be extended for two further periods of six months, giving the 
measures in the Bill a maximum duration of 18 months.  The Scottish Ministers are required 
by the Bill to report on the continued need for the measures, and on the use of powers in the 
Bill, every two months.  
 
With the Parliament’s consent, all stages of the Bill will be considered on 1 April. The decision 
to progress this Bill as emergency legislation has been taken as a consequence of the Scottish 
Government’s responsibility to protect human health and life, and the consequential necessity 
of the need for social distancing and restrictions on normal social and civic activity in order to 
minimise the loss of life at this time. 

http://www.lobbying.scot/
mailto:justicecommittee@parliament.scot


 

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are 

covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See 

www.lobbying.scot 
 

The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh  EH99 1SP 

www.gov.scot 


  

 

 
 
In developing this Bill I have had constructive discussions with leaders and representatives of 
all parties in the Scottish Parliament and look forward to your committee’s contributions to 
scrutiny of this crucial piece of legislation in our efforts to respond to the public health 
emergency created by the coronavirus outbreak. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
MICHAEL RUSSELL 
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Annex 
 
Links to Bill and accompanying documents 
 
Coronavirus (Scotland) Bill: 
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/114929.aspx 
 
EQIA: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-scotland-bill-equality-impact-assessment/ 
 
BRIA: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-scotland-bill-business-regulatory-impact-
assessment/  
 
CRWIA: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-scotland-bill-child-rights-welfare-impact-
assessment/  
 
FSD:  
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-scotland-bill-fairer-scotland-duty-assessment/  
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