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Dear Stephen 
 
Further to evidence I presented to the Justice Committee on 19th May 2020 can you please arrange 
for this letter of clarification to be shared with the Convenor and Committee to ensure that the 
Committee members have the correct impression.   
 
Having seen the transcript of the official report, I realise that I have misunderstood the question 
asked by the Convenor.   
 

The Convener:  
Has Public Health Scotland been asked by the Scottish Government and/or the Scottish 
Courts and Tribunals Service to give any advice on how best to facilitate the resumption of 
jury trials in Scotland? If so, when was that advice sought? In general terms, did—or, if it 
was not sought, would—such advice anticipate any insurmountable problems to jury trials 
being held? 
 
Dr McMenamin:  
Thus far, we have not received any direct request for input from colleagues in the Scottish 
Government. That is not to say that we have not been involved in some of the decisions or 
been able to offer advice through the normal channels that are often, of necessity, 
considered by all the groups that are answering key questions… 

 
I believed the question was about whether PHS had been asked to provide “input” as commentary 
on materials to support Restarting Solemn Trials rather than whether PHS had been in in contact 
with Scottish Courts and Tribunal Service. Public Health Scotland (and its predecessor Health 
Protection Scotland) have been in continuous dialogue with colleagues in the Scottish Government 
during every moment of the pandemic COVID-19 response.  
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Following invitation to attend the Justice Committee meeting, PHS received an invitation to 
participate in a Restarting Solemn Trials Working Group which was scheduled to have its first 
meeting on 15th May.  The documentation for this on public health advice from other agencies was 
what I later referred to in my testimony as documented in the extract as below; 
 

Dr McMenamin: Our colleagues in Public Health England and Public Health Wales have endorsed 
information that has been prepared by the court system for use in England and Wales. Over the week 
of 15 May, important documents were produced and are now more broadly available. Our colleagues 
endorsed, rather than actively prepared, the information. The core information to which I have alluded 
has been considered and applied within the documentation for use in England and Wales. After that 
information has been prepared, our colleagues in Public Health England or Public Health Wales offer 
an endorsement.  
The same consideration would be given by our organisation to any such information that was 
prepared by our colleagues here in Scotland. We would look at the information as it was prepared, 
consider it in relation to the core guidance that I have already mentioned and then offer any 
commentary on it. 

 
For the attention of the Convenor and the Committee PHS have asked that a number of important 
public health considerations are included as core guidance for all non-health care settings 
(https://hpspubsrepo.blob.core.windows.net/hps-website/nss/2973/documents/1_covid-19-guidance-for-non-

healthcare-settings.pdf).  These lend themselves to the development of a checklist of measures that 
the Restarting Solemn Trials Working Group could include; 
 
PHS support development of customised guidance by providing specific health protection and 
infection prevention control advice where this is within our technical and scientific competence. 
 
The key public health measures to reduce the spread of infection and preventing infection in 
vulnerable people are described in detail on the NHS Inform website 

(https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/infections-and-
poisoning/coronavirus-covid-19 ).  
 

I trust you find the clarification and the provision of the hyperlink to background public health 
and infection prevention and control information useful. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Dr Jim McMenamin 
COVID-19 Incident Director 
Interim Clinical Director Health Protection Scotland 
Consultant Epidemiologist 
Public Health Scotland 
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