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23 September 2020 
 
Dear Adam, 
 
I am today delivering a statement to Parliament advising that the Scottish Government will 
lodge Stage Two amendments to the Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Bill to make the 
new stirring up hatred offences ‘intent only’. As you know, these new offences cover the 
characteristics of age, disability, religion, sexual orientation, transgender identity and 
variations in sex characteristics. A copy of the statement is attached. 
 
In making this change, I will maintain the distinct approach that the Bill currently adopts in 
relation to the stirring up of racial hatred offences, which will continue to apply as they do at 
present and as they have done since their incorporation into Scots law in 1986. 
 
These amendments reflect concerns I have heard on the Bill from a number of stakeholders 
and fellow MSPs. I want Parliament to come together so we can ensure that hate crime law 
deals effectively and appropriately with the problem of stirring up hatred while respecting 
freedom of expression. I believe that the changes I am proposing will help satisfy this ambition. 
 
I am formally notifying Parliament of these changes one month in advance of the Committee’s 
planned oral evidence sessions so that scrutiny can be fully afforded to the Bill and the 
amendments I am at present proposing to make. I am willing to provide an indicative draft of 
the amendments in advance of the oral evidence sessions if it would be helpful. 
 
I am open to considering further changes to the Bill and I will make reference to these in my 
statement later today. For these changes and any others I am committed to continuing to 
engage with Parliament and stakeholders as the Bill undergoes the scrutiny process and I will 
consider amendments in line with the standard Stage Two procedures. 
 
I would be happy to discuss the contents of this letter and my statement in advance of the 
Committee’s oral evidence sessions. 
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I look forward to working with colleagues on this vital piece of legislation. 
  

 
         HUMZA YOUSAF  
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