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Dear Mr Boyle, 
 
Impact of Covid-19 on the justice sector finances 
 
We are writing to you regarding the work that Audit Scotland is currently undertaking 
on the impacts of Covid-19 on public sector finances.  
 
As part of the pre-budget scrutiny process for the 2021/22 budget, the Justice 
Committee and the Justice Sub-Committee on Policing, are considering the impact of 
Covid-19 on the justice sector finances. In particular, we are keen to understand any 
spend or underspend of budgets by key justice stakeholders which may be linked to 
the impact of Covid-19. 
 
We understand that Audit Scotland is carrying out work, in three phases, to assist the 
Parliament and the public to understand how public money has been used during this 
crisis and to ensure lessons are learned for the future. Phase two of that work includes 
consideration of the impact of Covid-19 on specific sectors, one of which is the justice 
sector.  
 
We would welcome any information or details you could provide us with in relation to 
the work that Audit Scotland is doing to determine the impact of Covid-19 on the 
justice sector, the timescale for this work, and whether it includes monitoring the 
spend, as well as the underspend of key justice stakeholders, linked to Covid-19.   
 
We are aware that Audit Scotland has published a report on Covid-19 Implications for 
public finances in Scotland. Could you also please confirm whether it is your intention 
to publish a report on the impact of Coivid-19 on specific sectors, and if so, when it is 
likely to be published. 
 

https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/uploads/docs/report/2020/briefing_200820_covid.pdf
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The pre-budget scrutiny process for the Justice Committee and the Justice Sub-
Committee is likely to conclude by the end of this year, and therefore an indication of 
the outcome of Audit Scotland’s work on the justice sector finances prior to then, 
would greatly assist our scrutiny and the possible identification of areas within the 
justice sector where funds could be reallocated.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

  
 
Adam Tomkins MSP John Finnie MSP 
Convener, Justice Committee Convener, Justice Sub-Committee on Policing 
   
 


