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As you will be aware, I am writing to confirm the Scottish Government has now lodged our 

first set of amendments to the Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Bill.   
 
These amendments will, if agreed by the Justice Committee, adjust the operation of stirring 
up hatred offences for all characteristics except race so that an intention to stir up hatred is a 

required element for an offence to be committed.  In order to achieve this policy, 
amendments to both section 3 and section 5 of the Bill are required. 
 
As indicated in my Stage 1 report response, it is also my intention to lodge amendments to 

remove section 5 from the Bill.  The removal of section 5 is for different policy reasons than 
the adjustments to section 5 noted above.  
 
In order to ensure the Justice Committee is able to debate fully the policy merits of the 

different policies affecting section 5, I have decided to lodge amendments that seek to adjust 
section 5 and will in due course lodge amendments that seek to remove section 5.  I 
consider this is the appropriate way to proceed to ensure Parliament’s voice can be heard in 
debating and voting on amendments affecting section 5 that seek to achieve different policy 

goals.   
 
My intention would be to lodge further amendments, as per my evidence to the Committee 
and as I articulated during the recent Stage 1 Debate, early in the New Year.  

 
I hope this is helpful in explaining the Scottish Government’s approach in this area. 
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