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Justice Committee 
 

Scrutiny of the Scottish Government’s Draft Budget 2017-18 
 

Written submission from Argyll and Bute Council 
 
I refer to your letter of 15 September 2016, and whilst at the time of writing the 
publication of the Scottish Government’s 2017-18 draft budget was unknown, it has now 
been confirmed as 15 December 2016 and that’s also the day that the local government 
finance settlement will be announced.  As well as this date being late in terms of 
planning purposes, the settlement checking process will also commence on 
15 December 2016 and therefore, even although the settlement will be known on 
15 December 2016, figures won’t be confirmed until quite possibly a couple of days 
prior to Christmas at the earliest. 
  
When a one year budget was announced last year, it was on the understanding that 
there would be a three year spending review with three year figures released, so it is 
disappointing to note that the Scottish Government are only publishing a one year 
budget as this makes it extremely difficult to plan ahead with any level of certainty. We 
also understand that the Scottish Government has in turn received a 4 year settlement 
from the UK Government. 
  
In respect of Criminal Justice budgets, we aren’t currently a Criminal Justice Authority, 
however, from 2017-18 CJAs will be dis-established and there will be a move to the new 
Community Justice Model which will see funding directed to Local instead of CJAs. A 
new distribution methodology is to be produced and there will be winners and losers 
with this and we are currently unclear how it will affect us, but we are likely to be a loser 
if based on volume of offenders despite the cost of service provision in a rural and 
island area.  I was of the understanding that the Scottish Government were to provide 
illustrative figures for the new distribution methodology to local authorities, based on 
2016/17 funding to give local authorities an illustration of the new distribution albeit, that 
it wouldn’t be confirmed until the 2017-18 settlement is announced.  To date, I haven’t 
seen sight of any indicative figures and this would help with the financial planning.   
  
One other issue, that relates to our authority, is that our criminal justice service is one of 
the services that was transferred over to the Integrated Joint Board to manage.  With 
the settlement being so late, this puts pressure on both the Council in terms of its 
budget planning but also the Integrated Joint Board who are waiting on the Council 
advising of the distributed figure.  Last year, it was well into January before the 
conditions attached to the settlement were known and agreed and there were conditions 
around the Integrated Joint Board which restricted the transfer of any savings.  If things 
run to a similar timescale this year, then this is not helpful in terms of the Board decision 
making processes.     
 
Cleland Sneddon 
Chief Executive 
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