
1 

Justice Committee 
 

Remand 
 

Written submission from Fife Council 
 
I refer to your email to Fife Council dated 12 March 2018 regarding the above.  In 
relation to your specific questions, please see below.   
 
Bail – what is available to support the use of bail in situations where a court 
might otherwise consider remanding a person in custody (eg supervised bail 
services)? 
 
Within the two Sheriff Courts in Fife our Criminal Justice Social Work (CJSW) staff 
assess all eligible people for supervised bail, i.e. women; people under 21 years of 
age; those with mental health issues or complex needs; or primary carers.  
 
During and following remand – what support is available to mitigate the 
possible negative effects of remand on both prisoners and their families (eg in 
relation to continuity of housing, employment and benefits)? 
 
In Fife we have an established process where we alert colleagues in Housing about 
a person’s remand.  This is designed to mitigate against loss of tenancy, accrual of 
rent arrears or house being treated as abandoned.   
 
Court-based CJSW staff provide information to families about support organisations 
e.g. Families Outside and will see the person before they go to prison to check if 
anything needing attended to in their home such as securing their property, ensuring 
info about remand is passed on to family and arranging alternative care for pets.  It is 
worthy to note that the G4S contract has strict time limits on how long a person can 
be held in the cells which means that there are often times that our staff will struggle 
to see someone. 
 
Benefits are stopped at the point of remand as SPS alert DWP.  This is one of the 
reasons people accrue with rent arrears on release.  Self-evidently employment is an 
issue and this is very much a matter between the individual and employer. 
 
If a CJSW report is available, this can be highlight the possible impact of remand.  
CJSW staff also visit people in cells to assess vulnerability/suicide risk etc.  Fife 
Council also have a protocol in place that if a young person is remanded, Court-
based workers will notify Children and Families colleagues so that a visit can take 
place within 72 hours. 
 
It is evident that for serving prisoners, the joined-up approach is the only way forward 
and one which is seeing some improvement.  The same needs happen for remands 
if we are to lessen the impact that these have on men and women in the longer term 
cycle.  
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In responding to the above, it would be helpful if you could provide: 
 
Information on services provided by relevant partner agencies (including third 
sector) as well as those provided directly by local authorities. 
PSP exists to provide support to women and men under the age of 21 years during 
and after sentence.  Families Outside provide support to family and facilitate contact 
between prisoners and family members although this doesn’t cover those on 
remand. 
 
Whether the availability of services for men and women differs (including 
reasons for any such differences).  A PSP exists where the Shine project provides 
services to women, however there is no similar service for men over 21 years.  
 
Other potential restrictions on services (eg in terms of numbers of available 
places or locations). 
Resources to develop services is biggest restriction.  There is no prison in Fife so all 
prisoners are out-with the area and this has implications for staff time in terms of 
travel etc. 
 
Examples of successful schemes and good practice.  The mentoring services 
that Fife Council has commission alongside the national PSP, which includes gate 
pick-up has been really successful for serving prisoners.   
 
Challenges in providing services (e.g. geographical, population density or 
funding).  Responding to demand if we are to provide a ‘utopian’ service for remand 
has significant cost implications and would be better progressed if we were able to 
commission and work with the third sector to offer services. 
 
There is scope to further the use of Supervised Bail to avoid the unnecessary use of 
remands and it is frustrating when people are remanded solely for not complying with 
the report writing process, especially when we know people have poor mental health. 
 
I trust that this helps the Justice Committee in its deliberations.  If you have any 
further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Bill Kinnear 
Service Manager 
Criminal Justice Social Work 
Fife Council 
 


