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Justice Committee 
 

Remand 
 

Written submission from Stirling Council 
 
Bail Services: 
 
At the present time we do not provide direct bail support through Stirling Sheriff 
Court, and I note from previous Scottish Government Annual Returns, that the 
demand for these services from our local Sheriff Court is low. 
 
We do, however, have a social work presence within Stirling Sheriff Court, and 
support, guidance and signposting of services is provided for people appearing 
before the Court, and also where necessary, support is also provided for their 
families. 
 
As part of an overall review of service delivery in the Stirling area, we have reviewed 
local data from the SPS, which indicated we have the following remand population 
on the 1st of each month, from the Stirling area over the past 12 months, 
 
Average monthly male remands – 12  
 
Average monthly female remands - <1. 
 
In light of these figures we have subsequently been in contact with the Sheriff Clerk 
of Stirling Sheriff Court to discuss, on the back of these figures, how we can possibly 
develop a Supervised Bail Service for Stirling Sheriff Court. 
 
Support for clients who have been remanded: 
 
When a person is remanded into custody, Court based social work services can be 
on hand to communicate and liaise with family members, and other agencies that 
may be working with the individual. However, at times court based social work staff 
may not have contact details for families and other agencies, so are unable to 
update them of the situation. 
 
All individuals who are subject to a period of remand are able to access support from 
Criminal Justice Social Work Services on a voluntary basis, and when someone has 
been remanded, but is still subject to a Community Payback Order, then they will 
continue to be provided support through their CPO. 
 
Voluntary Throughcare Support is very much bespoke to the needs of the individual, 
but general areas of support appear to mainly focus on issues of Housing, Health 
(particularly addiction services) and Welfare Benefits. 
 
We are currently liaising with colleagues in the Scottish Prison Service in order to 
more effectively share information, in order to help us be more proactive in 
supporting people on their transitions from community to custody and vice versa. 
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Summary 
 
From the information provided above, we can see that whilst we do not currently 
have a Supervised Bail Service in operation from Stirling Sheriff Court, we are 
looking into developing such a service. It is noted that the numbers of men and 
women remanded into custody from Stirling Sheriff Court is low in comparison to 
elsewhere in Scotland. However, we are keen to develop services which will further 
reduce the numbers of people remanded into custody from the Stirling area. 
 
If you require further information, please do not hesitate to contact me.  Many thanks 
 
Marie Valente, CSWO 
Senior Manager, Children and Families / Criminal Justice 
23 March 2018 
 


