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12 March 2019 
 

 
Dear Convener 

 
Digital device triage systems 

 
Thank you for your letter of 27 February 2019 regarding the legal basis for Police 

Scotland’s use of cyber kiosks. 
 

Police Scotland informed the External Reference Group meeting of 10 January 
2019 that they would revise the data protection impact assessment and other 

documentation for the cyber kiosks project to reflect the advice received from the 

Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS). As you know, that advice 
was subsequently received on 30 January. While the letter provided by COPFS to 

Police Scotland is helpful in providing some further information, we are still 
awaiting the revised documentation containing Police Scotland’s final stated 

position.  
 

We concur with the Chief Constable’s evidence to the Sub-Committee on 31 
January that it is important to maintain public confidence in the actions of his 

officers. We welcome his statement that the project will not proceed until this 
issue of lawful basis is properly addressed. Police Scotland must now definitively 

establish and clearly articulate to the public at large what their lawful basis is for 
the processing of evidence comprising personal data stored on digital devices. 

 
We expect to review the lawful basis in both Scotland and England & Wales as 

part of our wider investigation into the acquisition and examination of personal 

data held on digital devices by law enforcement agencies primarily. This will 
ensure a consistency of approach in considering data protection law alongside the 

relevant applicable criminal justice legislation in each jurisdiction of the UK. 
 

Yours sincerely 
 

David Freeland 
Senior Policy Officer 
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