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Dear Steve 
 
Digital device triage systems 

Thank you for your letter of 26 March 2019.  

In your letter you refer to a request for Police Scotland to clarify “if there was a 
sepcific report regarding the trials in Stirling” and you confirm that “no such report 
exists in relation to the Stirling trial”. The Sub-Committee was made aware of the 
existence of a report of the Stirling trial in oral and written evidence previously 
provided by Police Scotland and therefore did not request clarification on whether a 
report existed, but asked that the report be provided.   

At the Sub-Committee meeting of 10 May 2018 Detective Superintendent Burnett 
confirmed that Police Scotland had carried out an evaluation of the trials undertaken 
in Edinburgh and Stirling, saying that: “A couple of brief reports were completed at 
the end of the trials and, prior to moving to the procurement of the kiosks”. Detective 
Superintendent Burnett agreed to provide a copy of both reports to the Sub-
Committee. Following the meeting only the Edinburgh trial report was provided. 

Police Scotland also provided written evidence to the Sub-Committee which included  
redacted e-mail correspondence between Police Scotland and the Crown Office and 
Procurator Fiscal Service. An e-mail from Police Scotland refers to the outcome of 
both of the trials, stating that: “The project concluded a few months back and to be 
honest has established excellent results in E Division and mixed results in J Division”.   

Could you please explain the conflicting evidence provided by Police Scotland on 
this matter? It is clear that feedback was sought for both trials, and it would assist 
the Sub-Committee’s consideration of this matter if the feedback received from both 
trials was provided. 

 

 

https://www.parliament.scot/S5_JusticeSubCommitteeOnPolicing/Inquiries/ICT-DigitalDeviceTriageSystems.pdf
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In your letter you refer to a request from the Sub-Committee to provide “additional 
information regarding the business justification and audit route in support of the 
procurement of the Cyber Kiosks” and you provide information on the strategic 
business case and financial approval process. The Sub-Committee requested the 
business case paper that Police Scotland provided to the SPA for it to consider the 
policy proposal for cyber kiosks. This might include details of Police Scotland’s 
intended use of the cyber kiosks, for example whether the download functionality 
would be used, the number of kiosks required and where they would be deployed and 
the rational for that deployment, and the training to be provided. 
 
The Sub-Committee wish to understand the policy intention, and the SPA’s 
consideration of Police Scotland’s proposal to purchase 41 cyber kiosks and deploy 
them throughout Scotland in autumn 2018. Could you please provide the paper and 
confirm the date that it was considered by the SPA.  
 
The Sub-Committee is to consider a draft report of its inquiry into Police Scotland’s 
proposed use of cyber kiosks at its meeting of 4 April and therefore it would be 
appreciated if the information requested could be provided prior to that date. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 

John Finnie MSP 
Convener, Justice Sub-Committee on Policing 


