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Dear Convener

Thank you for sending me a copy of the Sub-Committee's report on 'Facial recognition: how
policing in Scotland makes use of this technology'.
Technological advances in biometrics have brought huge benefits to police and other justice
agencies in detecting, preventing and prosecuting crime. The potential use of live facial
recognition technology within policing in Scotland does however raise a number of ethical
and human rights considerations. I am determined to ensure that the approach to biometric
data used for the purposes of policing and criminal justice in Scotland is not only lawful but
also effective and ethical.
I committed to forming an independently-chaired reference group to scope the possible legal
and ethical issues arising from emerging technological developments in policing. Scoping
work into the remit and composition of the group continues, and I anticipate making an
announcement in the coming weeks. In addition to this, the new Commissioner and the
code of practice proposed under the Scottish Biometrics Commissioner Bill will help maintain
public confidence in how biometric data and technologies, including facial recognition, are to
be used by the Police in Scotland.
I will carefully consider the Sub-Committee’s recommendations and look forward to providing
further evidence on such matters at its meeting on 30 April 2020.
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I will provide a full response to the report before that meeting.

HUMZA YOUSAF
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