
 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Dear John 

 

Thank you for your letter of 24 September 2020 regarding the Government’s 

preparations for the end of the Transition Period on law enforcement and criminal 

justice matters. Please accept my apology for the delay in providing this response. 

 

You asked whether operational partners would retain access to EU law enforcement 

capabilities should an agreement on law enforcement and criminal justice 

cooperation be reached. As you will be aware, the UK has been negotiating an 

agreement on law enforcement and criminal justice cooperation with the EU. We 

have always been clear that this agreement should equip operational partners on 

both sides with the capabilities that help protect citizens and bring criminals to justice.  

 

As set out in the UK’s published Approach to Negotiations, we believe an agreement 

in this area should include: arrangements that support data exchange for law 

enforcement purposes; operational cooperation between law enforcement 

authorities; and judicial cooperation in criminal matters.  

 

In the event that it is not possible to reach an agreement, the UK would no longer use 

or participate in EU law enforcement and criminal justice tools and mechanisms 

following the end of the Transition Period. The UK has well-developed and well-

rehearsed plans in place. These plans involve transitioning cooperation with EU 

Member States to alternative, non-EU arrangements by the end of the Transition 

Period, where available and relevant.  

 

This includes:    

o Maximising our use of Interpol, including for exchanging alerts for wanted 

persons or those of law enforcement interest.    

o Using Council of Europe Conventions, rather than EU instruments, in areas 

such as extradition and mutual legal assistance.  

o Continuing use of bilateral channels and other multilateral mechanisms 

outside EU structures, including for counter terrorism cooperation. 

 

You also asked about the progress of discussions between the UK and Scottish 

Governments on mutual assistance between police forces within the UK. We are 

committed to managing the policing implications of the End of Transition in the UK 

through a collective approach, whilst recognising the devolution of policing in 

Scotland.  Officials in the Home Office continue to engage with counterparts in the 

Scottish Government across a range of policing matters in preparation for the end of 

the Transition period.  The provision of mutual aid from one force to another force, 

however, is an operational matter for Chief Constables. 
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We will continue to work closely with the police, other law enforcement 

and criminal justice agencies in the UK, as well as the Devolved Administrations – to 

ensure we are ready for a range of possible outcomes at the end of the year. 

 

I hope the above provides a helpful response to your query. 
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