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Dear Mr Finnie 
 
POLICE SCOTLAND DATA COLLECTION 
 
Thank you for your correspondence dated the 26th November in which you raise a number of 

questions with regards to differing aspects of data collection. I have laid out a detailed response 

below to each of the points you identified. 

Data on Sexual Offences against Children 

In relation to the data supplied by Police Scotland in ACC Heaton's letter of 23rd October 

regarding sexual offences against children, I can confirm that these figures relate to recorded 

crime. As I am sure Members will understand,  Police Scotland can only report rises or falls in 

recorded crime and cannot confirm whether, as per your query, any fall in figures 'represents an 

actual reduction' or not. Please be assured that we remain very vigilant to the potential 

difficulties people / victims may find themselves in the lockdown situation, and their ability to 

report incidents to the Police, and we remain committed to enhancing opportunities for reporting 

wherever possible.  

Police Scotland has recognised that 'lockdown' and the restrictions imposed to deal with the 

pandemic have had varying effects on the commission of crime. 'Lockdown' has both hindered 

and facilitated the commission of crime. It has reduced reporting opportunities and increased 

vulnerability in some areas, whilst it has reduced opportunities for the commission of crime in 

others. 
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The assessed increase in online risk has been prominent and has manifested itself in increased 

recorded crime, but this is mainly as a product of Police Scotland entering into significant 

proactive activity and arrests.  In addition we have seen evidence of strong reporting from 

parents and carers, some of which might be attributable to greater parental supervision of 

children's online behaviours as a consequence of being 'locked down' together.  The increased 

demand of online offending has been evident for some time and is of course concerning. To 

address this demand Police Scotland have realigned resources internally to increase our 

enforcement capacity against online offenders.  This is all managed by a governance structure 

“Tackling Online Child Abuse and Exploitation” led by ACC Judi Heaton. This is multi-agency 

and involves law enforcement agencies, as well as involving partnership approaches to 

prevention, support and intelligence building. 

Police Scotland is very alive to the concerns harboured by partners, including statutory services 

and third sector organisations, regarding reduced opportunities to report. This is referenced in 

ACC Heaton's letter and is acknowledged in your letter of 26th November.  Throughout 

'lockdown' Police Scotland has been working closely with partners such as Child Protection 

Committees Scotland, NSPCC and Stop It Now!  on media campaigns to raise awareness of 

'hidden harms' and to illustrate that not everyone might be safe at home during lockdown. 

Members of the public have been encouraged to report concerns to the authorities, whether to a 

trusted adult, Social Work, CrimeStoppers or to Police Scotland through '101' or '999' as 

appropriate.  

I trust this provides some assurance as to the crime figures provided and as to our collaborative 

efforts with partners to encouraging reporting, and that we remain vigilant and committed to 

serving the public and enabling those less able to contact the police directly. 

 

Data on the use of Spit Hoods / Taser 

Spit Hoods 

Where officers/staff have deemed it proportionate and necessary to utilise a spit hood, they are 

required to record this in their notebooks and complete an electronic ‘System to Coordinate 

Personnel and Establishment’ (SCoPE) Use of Force Form prior to the end of their tour of duty.  

The Use of Force Form records the details (name, rank, age, sex and last Operational Safety 

Training course) of the officer/staff submitting the form and the type of location (dwelling house, 

street etc.) where the use of force was applied. 

In relation to the subject(s), the submitting officer/staff must record whether they are under/over 

18 years of age, their gender, ethnicity, all of the relevant impact factors as perceived by the 

officer/staff, and whether a weapon was involved during the incident.  

The submitting officer is required to provide a reason for the tactic used i.e. the spit hood, and 

whether this use of force was effective. 

In addition to the above, the Use of Force form requires the submitting officer/staff to record 

whether they were assaulted and/or injured during the incident and the nature of any injury 

sustained. The Use of Force form also requires details of whether the subject or any other third 

party were injured. 
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These forms are stored electronically on the SCoPE system, and there are no longer any data 

capture issues which would prevent Police Scotland from providing information on spit hood use 

and making it available on request. Police Scotland are currently working towards the 

publication of Use of Force Data on a quarterly basis. 

Taser 

Since the Introduction of Taser for use by Specially Trained Officers (STO) on 1st May 2018, 

where STOs have deemed it proportionate, reasonable and necessary to use Taser, they are 

required to complete a Taser Deployment Form and submit this to the Specially Trained Officer 

Policy and Compliance Unit  prior to the end of their tour of duty.  All reported use of Taser by 

STOs is captured, collated and reviewed by the Specially Trained Officer from the Policy and 

Compliance Unit. A “Taser Use” is defined as Drawing, Aiming, Red-Dotting, Arcing, Firing and 

Drive stun. Each use is reviewed for compliance to policy and procedures. In addition, every 

discharge of Taser is reported to the Police Investigations and Review Commissioner for 

independent review.  

The following details of every use is captured, collated and reviewed: 

Date, Day of Week, Time of Day 

Division  

Locus 

Locus type 

Officer details     

No of Tasers used  

Type of Taser use (Drawing, Aiming, Red-Dotting, Arcing, Firing or Drive stun)      

Was use of Taser effective           

No of cartridges discharged 

PIRC referral required 

Gender, ethnicity and age of subject       

Was subject self-harming             

Any existing mental health disorder  

Injuries (officer and subject) 

Reason for deployment including description of incident and actions taken 

Details of STO 

Alcohol involved 

Drugs involved 
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Psychological Issues involved 

Weapon used 

Weapon type                     

As previously stated Police Scotland are committed to and are currently working towards the 

publication of Use of Force Data on a quarterly basis. 

 

Data on Fixed Penalty Notices 

The Fixed Penalty Notices (FPNs) are issued under the Health Protection (Coronavirus) 

(Restrictions and Requirements) (Scotland) Regulations 2020.  FPN issued to individuals 

contravening the legislation are, for the most part, issued with a standard FPN and a general 

COVID legislation violation offence code.  It does not allow further sub-categorisation, for 

example, by face covering offences, indoor or outdoor gathering breaches, travel restriction 

breaches etc.  The exception to this is the issue of FPN for breach of quarantine restrictions as 

this is a separate offence code. 

It may be useful for the Sub-Committee to note that the Coronavirus Intervention Database 

(CVI) allows general information to be gathered in respect of whether the FPN were issued in a 

private place or dwelling, a public place, licensed premises or shops.  CVI is a manual input 

database used by officers to record volume and types of interventions and is separate from the 

FPN themselves; however, it does provide indicative information on the circumstances 

surrounding breaches of the legislation.   

From 20 November 2020, additions were made to the CVI to allow officers to record further 

detail thereon.  They can now specify whether FPN were issued in respect of quarantine 

regulations, face-covering regulations and travel regulations, as well as the above categories 

and this can be provided if required. 

Further, it may also be of use for the Sub-Committee to note that a manual exercise is currently 

being undertaken which will categorise the data on each FPN and allow for the extraction of 

such information as age, gender and ethnicity.  This exercise is scheduled to be concluded by 

31 December 2020.  This exercise is manual (at the request of the IAG) and is not an IT fix 

which will be able to provide additional information moving forward. 

Police Scotland makes this data available in a range of ways. Firstly, as has always been the 

case, Police Scotland has an obligation to report the volume of crimes and offences annually as 

the ‘Recorded Crime in Scotland’ statistical bulletin published on the Scottish Government 

website. This has been supplemented during the COVID pandemic by monthly updates on 

recorded crime. Secondly, the Operation TALLA Information Cell proactively releases a weekly 

public briefing on the Police Scotland website which details a range of measures over the 

previous week to illustrate the impact COVID-19 has had on policing in Scotland. Included 

within this briefing pack are changes in recorded crimes levels for the whole of Scotland and 

broken down by Division. In addition there are dedicated pages detailing COVID specific 

offending, whether this be unlawful gatherings, breaches of travel regulations or quarantine 

restrictions which utilise Crime system and CVI data to create an indicative value.  
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Thirdly, Police Scotland continues to provide information to the IAG members at weekly 

meetings and there is a mechanism to request additional data, which will be provided if 

available, to allow the IAG to provide independent scrutiny of Police Scotland enforcement 

activity. Fourthly, Police Scotland provides a range of information divisionally and from the 

Operation TALLA Information Cell to Local Authorities, elected members and other stakeholders 

at various meetings and forums to ensure that partners are able to understand the levels of 

intervention or enforcement at a local level. This is being used by many interested parties, for 

example local resilience partnerships alongside data from other agencies to better understand 

the impact of the pandemic in their communities. Finally, Police Scotland continues to respond 

to requests for data from the public, journalists and academics via Freedom of Information Act 

requests. Whilst the pro-active release of data meets many general requests and often an 

enquirer is satisfied to be directed towards these, Police Scotland also provides bespoke, 

discrete data sets to requestors if necessary. 

 

Data on Children and Young People 

In terms of children and young people, Police Scotland has the ability to review all of our Police 

systems and understand how many suspects on crime reports are children / young people. 

Likewise, it is possible to ascertain how many were subjects of iVPD, detainees on National 

Custody System, and subjects on the Stop/Search database over the Operation Talla period. All 

of our standard business processes are in place so if a young person was offending, or was 

causing a concern, this would be picked up from iVPD accordingly. Likewise a child victim of 

crime would be supported through the evidence gathering process. 

It is my understanding that Professor Susan McVie was referencing the issue and collection of 

COVID FPN data and not the entire PSOS data collection systems when she indicated that 

PSOS do not record data on all protected characteristics. This was due to the rapidly 

developed, bespoke reporting that was needed for COVID offences which initially meant not all 

data was recorded from the issued tickets. Police Scotland has recognised this as a learning 

point and made several changes, including creating mandatory requirements for data collection, 

which has drastically improved our data gathering for ethnicity and sex and hence any analysis 

of that data.  

The wider data collection challenges outlined by the Justice Sub-Committee appear to touch on 

a number of causes including resourcing, system design and infrastructure. One particular issue 

for comment on is in relation to Data Standards. 

Clearly an issue within legacy arrangements (but also not yet fully resolved by Police Scotland) 

is the capturing of data in a consistent manner to an agreed corporate standard. Determination 

as to what data should be captured in relation to a particular person or event would typically be 

driven by legacy systems or processes, third party or internal system design, or project delivery 

staff.  
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In 2018 Police Scotland initiated an activity to agree and document corporate data standards 

that would be adopted across all new systems. Across Police Scotland’s significant data estate 

the first area of focus was data captured in relation to a person across all the types of 

interaction Police Scotland may have (e.g. from someone reporting a crime, to a missing 

person, to an accused). 

The group formed considered all possible data elements that could be recorded against a 

person. Each was considered for their operational or analytical value, proportionality and the 

ability to capture the data accurately. The guiding principle of the group was to have a standard 

data capture that asked officers to focus their limited time to capture the key information, as 

opposed to data that did not provide value or could not be captured accurately. 

All protected characteristics were considered during the formation of the data standard. The 

group considered the use of this data, the proportionality, sensitivity and appropriateness to ask 

for this information, as well as any legal requirements. An Equality and Human Rights Impact 

Assessment supported this work and continues to be updated as the data standard is refined 

further. 

Not all protected characteristics form part of the data standard, but those that Police Scotland 

require to capture for operational, analytical or legislative purposes, will be recorded 

consistently and in the correct manner. 

With the support of Equality & Diversity colleagues the group are currently considering the 

recording of Gender (taking account of the draft guidance from the Scottish Government led 

Working Group on Sex and Gender Data), Ethnic Appearance, and Reasonable Adjustments 

linked to Disability. 

Although it has been assessed that Police Scotland should not gather certain data about the 

person as part of our data standard, it does not prevent Police Scotland from gathering and 

reporting on events as they relate to protected characteristics. For example, data relating to 

crimes aggravated through someone’s perceived religion or sexual orientation will still be 

captured in relation to the crime event, rather than routinely gathered about the person. 

 

National ICT Network 

The National ICT network now implemented provides the infrastructure foundation to support 

the continued development and introduction of National Systems and Applications. The network 

provides connectivity to these services and ensures they can be accessed from all of our 

locations. The development of these Systems is ongoing and being delivered via projects such 

as COS. The National ICT network will deliver net cashable savings of £1.2 million per year 

once the project is complete. 
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I hope you will find this information useful and if you have any further queries please do not 

hesitate to contact me. 

                                                                                                               
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 

 
Malcolm Graham  
Deputy Chief Constable 

 


