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18 February 2021 
 
Dear Convener, 
 
EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES GROUP 
 
Thank you for your letter of 22 December 2020 seeking an update on the work of the 
independently chaired Advisory Group established to scope the possible legal and ethical 
issues arising from emerging technological developments within policing. I apologise for the 
delay in replying. 
 
The first meeting of this Group took place on Tuesday 15 December 2020.  At this meeting 
members engaged in an open and frank discussion as to the aims and objectves of the 
Group, as well as proposed working methods.  The core membership of the Group was 
agreed, along with a suggested longer list of organisations/individuals from whom the Group 
intend to seek wider contributions. Finally, the Group discussed its likely Terms of 
Reference. 
 
A dedicated webpage for the Group has recently been published on The Scottish 
Government’s website https://www.gov.scot/groups/independent-advisory-group-on-
emerging-technologies-in-policing/ which you will note covers details of the membership, 
and also provides an initial indicative list of possible additional organisations and individuals 
that the Chair envisages could contribute as the Group’s work progresses, by means of both 
written and oral evidence.  
 
Following the first meeting on 15 December, the Secretariat are currently reworking the 
Terms of Reference, taking on board Members’ views and this will be circulated to Members 
at the Group’s second meeting for consideration and formal agreement, following which it will 
be published on the dedicated webpage.  
 
I understand that the second meeting is due to take place in early March and the date, when 
finalised by the Secretariat, will be uploaded to the webpage.  I further understand that Dr 
Aston intends to utilise this space as the mechanism through which the public will be able to 
follow the work of the Group.    
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As you may already be aware, as part of the joint response by the Scottish Government and 
the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service to Dame Elish Angiolini’s Report On 
Complaints Handling, Investigations And Misconduct Issues In Relation To Policing In 
Scotland, I invited Dr Aston, in her capacity as Chair of this Group, to consider the issues 
identified by Dame Elish in relation to Police Scotland’s operational rollout of body worn 
cameras.  Dr Aston has indicated that she intends to raise this matter as a substantial 
agenda item at the next meeting of the Group. 
 
As I noted in my letter to you of 10 September 2020, given the evolving nature of the subject 
matter, I indicated that I would like to be kept appraised of any important developments as 
and when they arise during the Group’s deliberations.  I believe that Dr Aston agreeing to 
absorb the consideration of the use of body worn camers into the work of the group is an 
early example of a collaborative and evolving approach in action. 
 
As you know, digital technologies is a fast moving area and, against this background, Police 
Scotland continues its commitment to improving its cyber capabilities, as set out in its 
Policing 2026 Strategy. As such, as well as body worn cameras, the Group will consider the 
use of digital device triage systems and assess the impact of other emerging technologies or 
other analytical techniques currently being used or still in the development phase, prior to 
their potential adoption. 
 
I understand that it is the Chair’s intention to fully engage with the Scottish Biometrics 
Commissioner, once appointed, and to extend an invitation to attend a future meeting of the 
Group, thus ensuring an appropriate level of engagement given the overlap of interests.  
 
I hope that you find the above information of assistance and I will, of course, keep the 
Committee appraised as the Group’s work evolves. 
 

 
         HUMZA YOUSAF 
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