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JUSTICE SUB-COMMITTEE ON POLICING 

BREXIT AND POLICING 

WRITTEN SUBMISSION FROM THE ASSOCIATION OF POLICE 

SUPERINTENDENTS 

Thank you for the invitation to submit written evidence to the Justice Sub-Committee 
on Policing ahead of the planned session to take verbal evidence from Police Scotland 
on its preparations for and the potential impact of the United Kingdom leaving the 
European Union. 
 
I have consulted with members of the Executive Committee of ASPS who widely 
represent the senior operational leaders of the Police Service of Scotland (the Service) 
and now offer the following comments and observations on behalf of the Association. 
As elected members will be acutely aware, the United Kingdom (UK) left the European 
Union (EU) on 31st January 2020 and is currently in the transition period, where most 
current arrangements remain extant and will ultimately cease on 31 December 2020.  
The general uncertainty on what arrangements will be agreed in a ‘deal’ or simply 
become in the event of a ‘no deal’ EU Exit from 1 January 2021, and the 
demands/effects on policing, have forced the Police Service of Scotland to expend 
great effort and resources in planning for myriad scenarios.  This has been undertaken 
whilst concurrently dealing with the unforeseen COVID-19 pandemic and maintaining 
readiness for planning and delivering a massive operation for the Conference of 
Parties in November 2021.   
 
Nonetheless, it is certain that the Police Service of Scotland will move to a new era in 
relationships with EU partners, starting as soon as 31 October 2020, when the Service 
representatives physically leave EuroPol and must apply for re-entry.  The Association 
is aware of and regularly consulted upon by the Service on the ongoing and detailed 
contingencies planning for EU Exit, and sits as a member on ACC Mark Williams’ 
‘Silver Command Group’. 
 
The Association has concerns as to the effect of that ‘EU Exit’ will have on the 
capabilities and resilience of the Service.  EU Exit is only one of myriad, major 
challenges facing policing in Scotland now, and certainly continuing into and 
throughout 2021.  Any major diversion of officers from ‘business-as-usual’ services to 
police the consequences of EU Exit such mass public protests, disorder and disruption 
to critical infrastructure such as sea ports, arterial routes and to domestic goods 
distribution centres must be a concern for the effect on community-based and 
emergency response policing.   
 
As the UK’s second largest police force, it is likely that requests for mutual aid, 
particularly for Public Order specialisms to assist at seaports and on arterial routes, 
may be forthcoming from other forces in England and Wales, and perhaps Northern 
Ireland as part of a national policing effort for EU Exit.  Such requests for mutual aid 
are made on a reciprocal basis just as the Police Service of Scotland has requested 
such support from UK policing for COP26.  If mutual aid is requested to police the 
consequences of EU Exit that will necessitate understanding and appreciation by the 
Scottish Government (and wider political landscape), particularly that any additional 
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duties imposed on the Service will have such a knock-on effect and that extensive 
additional duties will not be able to be sustained indefinitely. 
 
This also raises questions of resourcing and responsibilities. If more tasks are required 
connected to EU Exit consequences, then the Service will require to be adequately 
resourced and funded, noting that existing resource streams are even now under 
considerable pressures from myriad competing demands.  Furthermore, whilst it is 
expected that the Service will take a leading role in partnership with other agencies to 
manage certain aspects of the consequences of EU Exit, the Scottish Government 
should strive to ensure an equitable spread and clear delineation of responsibility 
amongst other relevant agencies and bodies. 
 
The Association recognises the pan-European and indeed, global nature of criminality, 
and the many benefits that have come from sharing information, intelligence and 
knowledge/skills with European law enforcement partners.  As already stated, it is 
difficult to assess what negative impacts there might be on the efficacy and 
effectiveness of law enforcement in the absence of any formal agreement, i.e. a ‘no 
deal’ exit.   
 
It is often said that criminals and crime do not respect borders and there are countless 
examples of this when we look at major criminality such as people or drug trafficking. 
Cooperation and partnership working between agencies from different countries is 
essential in taking steps against the perpetrators of such serious, organised 
criminality.  Similarly, as cyber-crime expands as a new threat across the virtual world, 
it is unclear what additional bureaucratic challenges will arise for pan-European co-
operation following EU Exit.   
 
Whilst the Association hopes that there will be minimal disruption to international 
policing agencies cooperation and the sharing of information/intelligence, it is 
inevitable that at best, there will be delays in the timely application and criminal justice 
processes.  Within Scotland, the Service should reasonably expect to be given fair 
notice of those new administrative requirements so that proper preparations can be 
made.  Finally, in respect of new and additional expectations of the Service, these 
must be both realistic and adequately resourced if they are to be achieved. 
 
 
Stewart Carle 
Chief Superintendent   
President 
19 October 2020 
 


