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JUSTICE SUB-COMMITTEE ON POLICING 
 

POLICING DURING THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC 
 

WRITTEN SUBMISSION FROM ASSIST 
 

We appreciate the opportunity to engage in this discussion. ASSIST is a large 
domestic abuse project covering the West of Scotland (excluding Dumfries and 
Galloway) which supports victims who have reported domestic abuse to the police and 
have a case proceeding through criminal court.  Our focus is on risk assessment and 
safety planning and we engage in the multi agency response including MARAC, 
MATAC and DSDAS. ASSIST works in twelve local authorities and are co located with 
the police. We are currently engaging with nearly 900 victims and receive 
approximately 80 to 100 referrals a week so have wealth of information as to how 
victims interpret the police response during this challenging time.  
 
Court closures and increased use of undertakings 
 
Referrals  
 
Undertaking conditions  
 
We appreciate the work that has been done by PS to ensure that undertaking 
decisions are risk led. Undertakings do not give the same window of opportunity to 
specialist services to contact the victim while the perpetrator is still in custody.  We 
have had clients who have felt validated by the case going through court and felt it 
sent a strong message to the perpetrator. Pre lockdown undertakings were for 14 
days. These are now for 90 days. We believe that could impact on adherence to the 
conditions.  We understand that these are policed similarly to court bail which we know 
must place a pressure on the process. We are also concerned that victims may not be 
adhering to these feel unable to report further abuse for fear of being charged with 
“inciting breach of bail.”  
 
With court imposed bail we see the conditions covering children, particularly if they are 
cited to give evidence. We would ask that PS give consideration to adding children 
where proportionate and necessary, based on safety rather than in relation to 
protection of the evidence.   
 
Changes to proceedings  
 
We appreciate that police will be asked to inform victims of developments e.g. case 
not proceeding, perpetrator released from remand. We would ask that police use this 
as a further opportunity to enquire if the victim is engaging with a specialist service. If 
so, they could reiterate the importance of the victim contacting them to review the 
safety plan. If not they could ask for consent to refer.  
 
Messaging  
 
Did you let him in? why were you in contact?  He wont be remanded! 
 


