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JUSTICE SUB-COMMITTEE ON POLICING 

BREXIT AND POLICING 

WRITTEN SUBMISSION FROM THE SCOTTISH POLICE AUTHORITY 

The Scottish Police Authority (SPA) submits written evidence ahead of the 
committee’s session on 26 October 2020 on Brexit and policing.  This submission 
summarises the Authority’s approach to governance and oversight of Police 
Scotland’s preparedness in relation to Brexit.  
 
The Authority recognises that the arrangements for policing Brexit have been a matter 
of public interest over the last two years. The Authority’s role during this period has 
been twofold; to hold the Chief Constable to account in public for any decisions he has 
taken in respect of the policing of Brexit and; to promote public awareness and 
accountability of Police Scotland’s preparedness through regular briefing on planning 
and updates to the Authority’s public sessions.  
 
With this in mind, the Chief Constable and the Deputy Chief Constable have briefed 
the Authority regularly over the last two years, most recently to the September 
Authority meeting, allowing ongoing scrutiny of the policing arrangements and 
opportunity to raise matters of concern and public interest.  
 
The Authority’s governance and oversight seeks to: 
 

• consider the resource implications and monitor the risks posed by various 
scenarios;  

• track Brexit related costs and financial implications; 

• explore the implications for issues such as the European Arrest Warrants and 
partnerships with Europol and other intelligence sources; 

• understand the impact of policing Brexit on local policing and business as 
usual activity; 

• seek assurance around the use, and benefits, of the additional 400 police 
officers retained under Force Reserve arrangements.  

 
To promote transparency and public accessibility, the Authority established a 
dedicated section on its website to capture Police Scotland’s reporting on its approach 
to policing Brexit and the Authority scrutiny of this. This information, including the most 
up to date reporting from 30 September, can be accessed from the following link on 
the SPA website: Authority scrutiny and oversight of policing Brexit1 
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1 https://www.spa.police.uk/strategy-performance/brexit-briefings/  
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