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5 August 2019 

Dear Convener 

 

At its meeting on 27 June, the Public Audit and Post-legislative Committee agreed to 

write to other committees on several issues concerning the Committee’s role in 

scrutinising the impact of public spending. 

 

The budget scrutiny process 

 

As you will be aware, the PAPLS Committee traditionally has had little involvement in 

the budget scrutiny process, focussing instead on how and whether the spending 

decisions that have been made as a result of that process are subsequently delivered. 

However, the shift in the Parliament’s new budget process to an outcomes-based 

approach suggests that, in the future, there may be a role for the Committee in 

supporting other committees in their budget scrutiny.  

For example, the Budget Process Review Group (BPRG) report commented on the 

“basket of evidence” on the intended impact of policies and public spending from which 

committees can draw, noting that this will be a key part of how the Parliament’s 

committees evaluate public spending and how they seek to influence the formulation 

of future spending proposals. The BPRG concluded that there was scope for 

committees to make better use of audit reports as part of this basket of evidence. 

While individual subject committees will continue to have the principal interest in how 

well specific policies and programmes are being delivered within their respective 

remits, the PAPLS Committee is in a position to offer an overarching perspective on 

the impact of spending and whether the Scottish Government is delivering improved 

outcomes due to the range of audit reports that it scrutinises. 
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The Committee would therefore be interested in any views that your Committee may 

have on the way in which the PAPLS Committee could support committees during the 

budget scrutiny process in the future; for example, by highlighting specific audit reports 

within your Committee’s remit or the cross-cutting themes arising from such reports. 

In the meantime, annexed to this letter is a list of the audit reports that have been 

published since the beginning of May last year.  

The Committee has also agreed to publish a report on the key audit themes that have 

arisen during the course of its scrutiny from the beginning of the session. We will send 

you a link to the report once it has been published. 

Audit and accountability framework 

 

You may recall that I wrote to all committees in February last year seeking views on 

the draft Audit and accountability framework. These views were subsequently 

conveyed to both the UK and Scottish Governments. I am writing to let you know that 

the framework has now been finalised and is available on the Committee’s website. 

 

The Auditor General for Scotland has written to the Committee providing detailed 

comments on the final framework and has noted that— 

 

“The final framework is significantly different from the version that the Committee 

discussed in February 2018. It is shorter, less complex and focused on the 

principles for accountability. Most of the detail, including the four accountability 

models, has been removed. Most of the concerns previously identified have been 

addressed or partly addressed.” 

 

The Auditor General and Comptroller also provided helpful clarification on certain 

aspects of the framework when he gave evidence to the Committee at its meeting on 

28 February (see cols 13-14). 

 

Finally, in his letter to the Committee, which appends the final framework, the Cabinet 

Secretary for Finance, Economy and Fair Work indicates that the arrangements will 

be reviewed as part of the wider review of the Fiscal Framework.  

 

As such, the Committee would be interested in any issues that your Committee 

experiences in the implementation of the framework. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Jenny Marra MSP 

Convener of the Committee 

 

https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Public_Audit/Inquiries/20180405_Letter_to_Cab_Sec-Chief_Secretary_to_the_Treasury.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Public_Audit/General%20Documents/Framework_for_audit_and_accountability.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Public_Audit/General%20Documents/Audit_accountability_AGS_to_PAPLSC.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11967&mode=pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Public_Audit/General%20Documents/20190227_Cab_Sec_Letter_AAF.pdf


Audit reports since May 2018 

Education 

2016/17 audit of New College Lanarkshire – Audit Scotland Report 
Scotland’s colleges 2018 - Audit Scotland Report 
Scotland’s colleges 2019 - Audit Scotland Report 
2016/17 audit of Edinburgh College - Audit Scotland Report 
 
Health 

2017/18 audit of NHS Tayside - Audit Scotland Report 2017/18 
2017/18 audit of NHS Ayrshire and Arran - Audit Scotland Report 
2017/18 audit of NHS Highland - Audit Scotland Report 
Children and young people’s mental health - Audit Scotland Report 
Health and social care integration - Audit Scotland Report 
NHS in Scotland 2018 - Audit Scotland Report 
2017/18 audit of the Scottish Social Services Council - Audit Scotland Report 
 
Local Government 

Children and young people’s mental health - Audit Scotland Report 
Health and social care integration - Audit Scotland Report 
 
Justice 

Scottish Fire and Rescue Service - Audit Scotland Report 
2017/18 audit of Scottish Police Authority - Audit Scotland Report 2017/18 
2017/18 of Community Justice Scotland - Audit Scotland Report 
 
Finance 

2017/18 audit of the Scottish Government Consolidated Accounts - Audit Scotland 
Report 
2017/18 audit of the Administration of Scottish income tax - Audit Scotland Report 
 
Infrastructure 

Superfast Broadband in Scotland - Audit Scotland Report 
Forth Replacement Crossing - Audit Scotland Report 
 
Social Security 

Social security – Implementing the devolved powers - Audit Scotland Report 

Other 

Scottish Public Pensions Agency - Audit Scotland Report 
 

https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/uploads/docs/report/2018/s22_180427_lanarkshire.pdf
https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/uploads/docs/report/2018/nr_180621_scotlands_colleges.pdf
https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/uploads/docs/report/2019/nr_190604_scotlands_colleges.pdf
https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/uploads/docs/report/2018/s22_180427_edinburgh.pdf
https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/uploads/docs/report/2018/s22_181206_nhs_tayside.pdf
https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/uploads/docs/report/2018/s22_181002_nhs_ayrshire_arran.pdf
https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/uploads/docs/report/2018/s22_181002_nhs_highland.pdf
https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/uploads/docs/report/2018/nr_180913_mental_health.pdf
https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/uploads/docs/report/2018/nr_181115_health_socialcare_update.pdf
https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/uploads/docs/report/2018/nr_181025_nhs_overview.pdf
https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/uploads/docs/report/2018/s22_181220_social_services_council.pdf
https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/uploads/docs/report/2018/nr_180913_mental_health.pdf
https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/uploads/docs/report/2018/nr_181115_health_socialcare_update.pdf
https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/uploads/docs/report/2018/nr_180531_fire_rescue.pdf
https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/uploads/docs/report/2018/s22_181120_spa.pdf
https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/uploads/docs/report/2018/s22_181127_community_justice.pdf
https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/uploads/docs/report/2018/s22_180927_scottish_gov.pdf
https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/uploads/docs/report/2018/s22_180927_scottish_gov.pdf
https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/uploads/docs/um/srit_181130.pdf
https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/uploads/docs/report/2018/nr_180920_broadband.pdf
https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/uploads/docs/report/2018/nr_180802_forth_crossing.pdf
https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/uploads/docs/report/2019/nr_190502_social_security.pdf
https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/uploads/docs/report/2018/s22_181004_sppa.pdf

