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30 September 2019 
Dear Convener, 
 
Budget scrutiny  
 
Thank you for your letter dated 5 August 2019 and offer to support the LGCC 
Committee’s budget scrutiny process by way of highlighting audit reports within the 
Committee’s remit or relevant themes arising from those reports. It was helpful to be 
notified in the letter of recent Audit Scotland reports relevant to this Committee’s remit.  
 
The Committee already enjoys an effective working relationship with the Accounts 
Commission. We take evidence from the Commission twice a year in relation to its 
“Local Government Financial Review” and “Local Government in Scotland, Challenges 
and Performance” reports, which contributes to our overall scrutiny of the local 
government budget throughout the financial year. We seek to make effective use of 
work already done by Audit Scotland and the Accounts Commission when scrutinising 
particular matters (one example from this year being our 20 February evidence 
session on staff absenteeism in local authorities) but are always happy to have our 
attention drawn to matters relevant to our remit that may assist our budgetary scrutiny.  
 
For information, the main over-arching theme of the Committee’s pre-budgetary 
scrutiny 2019-20 is the long-term financial sustainability of Scottish local government 
in an overall context of pressure on resources. We will be taking evidence on this in 
late September and early October. Clerks to the Committee would be happy to provide 
more information on these evidence sessions to their colleagues on the PAPLS 
Committee if that were helpful.    
 
We look forward to seeing your report on key audit themes. Thank you also for 
forwarding information on the finalised Audit and Accountability framework. The 

mailto:LocalGovernmentandCommunities@parliament.scot
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11953
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11953


Committee will advise the PAPLS Committee of any issues it experiences in the 
implementation of the framework.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
James Dornan MSP 
Convener of the Local Government and Communities Committee 
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