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Dear Aileen, 
 
Thank you for your letter of 21 April 2020 providing the Committee with an update on 
the Government’s response to COVID-19 in the local government, planning and 
housing sectors. We are grateful to you and your officials for bringing this information 
together at short notice, and appreciative of the work going on in the Scottish 
Government and its agencies to support our communities and protect the vulnerable.  
 
The Committee remains committed to maintaining our scrutiny, despite the practical 
challenges raised by social distancing. We held our first informal remote meeting last 
week, using video conferencing technology and will continue to do so for so long as 
is necessary. Following temporary change in Standing Orders, the option is now 
open to us to hold formal meetings remotely as well, and to take evidence. Our focus 
going forward will be on COVID-19’s impact on local government, planning, housing 
and communities. We hope we can continue to be a public forum where concerns 
can be raised and good practice shared, and hope we can be of help in this way 
during the crisis.  
 
The Committee appreciates that the Scottish Government’s first priority must be to 
deal with the virus. However, we would welcome an opportunity to publicly discuss 
with you the Scottish Government’s response to COVID-19 at an appropriate point in 
the near future, and clerks will be in contact with your officials about this in due 
course.  
 
Ongoing COVID-19 scrutiny and Government updates 
Committee members found the update provided in your 21 April letter helpful in 
summarising all the immediate action taken so far.  We suggest that it would be a 
useful public resource if this and other information of a similar nature could be 
provided online and updated regularly. This would provide citizens and stakeholders 
with a reliable “one-stop-shop” source of information about what Scottish 
Government and its agencies are doing in response to the crisis in matters relevant 
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to the Communities and Local Government brief. We would be grateful for your 
views on this suggestion. 
 
Impact of COVID-19 on programme for Government 
We would also be grateful for more detailed information on all items of legislation 
and all major programmes within your remit which are delayed due to COVID-19, 
together with information as to what contingency plans (if any) are in place. This will 
help provide a complete picture of just what the impact has been, which we expect 
others beside the Committee may find useful. The Committee appreciates that any 
contingency plans may depend on how quickly it is possible to lift social distancing 
measures, which remains very uncertain.  
 
I list below matters which we are already aware have been impacted (and in some 
cases, we request further information on specific issues), but we expect that this will 
be an incomplete list.  
   
Planning  
A letter from the Chief Planner and Minister to planning department on 4 April said 
that National Planning Framework 4, which was due for publication for September 
2020, is likely now to be delayed until 2021. It said that this would also impact on the 
implementation of the Planning Act and planning reforms. In view of the 
importance of planning, it would be helpful to know if the Scottish Government 
considered whether there were aspects of NPF4 and other planning reforms that 
could be taken forward even in the current climate.   
 
(For completeness, last week I wrote separately to your colleague, Mr Stewart, 
seeking more information about the removal of consultation requirements in relation 
to certain aspects of planning following recent emergency subordinate legislation.)  
 
Short-term lets 
The 4 April letter also stated that the Scottish Government has paused its 
commitment to consult on regulations in relation to the arrangements for designating 
Short-Term Let Control Areas this Spring. Some Committee members noted that 
whilst many bodies will be being badly stretched by the current emergency, others 
might be in a position to respond to a consultation and queried whether the Scottish 
Government had considered running the consultation but with a longer response 
period.  
 
Homelessness  
A 21 April letter from Mr Stewart on 21 April 2020 stated that the Scottish 
Government “is currently unable to consult on the Ministerial Statement on local 
connection, as outlined at Action 33 of the Ending Homelessness Action Plan: 
Annual Report”, the original deadline being November 2020. We further note that the 
last programme for government (September 2019), the Government committed to 
pass legislation by May 2021 to extend the Unsuitable Accommodation Order to 
everyone. Is the Government still on track in relation to these two important policies? 
 
Energy Efficiency 
In his letter of 26 March 2020, Mr Stewart said that he had made the difficult decision 
to not make the Energy Efficiency (Domestic Private Rented Property) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2020 on 1 April 2020, as planned. These regulations aimed to improve 
the energy efficiency of private rented housing by preventing properties with new 



tenancies that fall below the minimum energy efficiency standards from being let 
from 1 October 2020 onwards.  
 
Affordable Housing  
It would be useful to receive an outline of what impact the pause in the house-
building industry has had on the Scottish Government’s plan to deliver 50,000 
affordable homes by 2021.    
 
Transient Visitor Levy Bill 
It would also be helpful to know what plans the Scottish Government now has for this 
postponed legislation, including the impact on councils, which will not, for the time 
being, be able to factor this in to future financial planning.  
 
Provision of free period products 
The Scottish Government lent conditional and qualified support at Stage 1 to the 
current Member’s Bill on this matter. It would be helpful to be updated as to whether 
the Scottish Government still envisions the Bill, in amended form, being passed 
before dissolution next year.   
 
Third sector support  
Finally, the Committee would welcome more information on how the Scottish 
Government is supporting the third sector in meeting current challenges. We 
welcome the Scottish Government committing £11 million to the Third Sector 
Resilience Fund. It would be helpful if you could outline what measures the Scottish 
Government has in place to ensure that funds are reaching the “front line” without 
unnecessary delay. In particular, it would be helpful to know what process is in place 
for applications and whether the process enables equitable access for all third sector 
organisations, large and small. (We are writing the Scottish Council of Voluntary 
Organisations and Third Sector Interfaces in similar terms.) 
 
I would be grateful if you could provide a response to this letter by close on Monday 
11 May 2020. Should this deadline cause any difficulties, or should you require any 
further information, then please do not hesitate to contact the Clerks on the contact 
information provided above. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
James Dornan MSP 
Convener of the Local Government and Communities Committee  


