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LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE 

T3.60 
The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

LocalGovernmentandCommunities@parliament.scot 

By email to: TSIs 

30 April 2020 

Dear 

COVID-19 

I am writing on behalf of the Local Government and Communities Committee. The 
Committee appreciates that these are difficult times for everyone and hopes that you 
and your colleagues are staying safe and well during the current public health 
emergency.  

The Committee’s general approach to its scrutiny function in the coming weeks and 
months will focus on COVID-19 and its impact on areas within the Committee’s remit. 
This will include actions being taken in the local government, housing, planning, 
licensing and communities sectors to deal with the crisis. As part of that work, the 
Committee is keen to explore the support the Scottish Government is making available 
to the third sector particularly in relation to funding, to enable it to continue to provide 
essential services.  

It would be helpful to hear what measures the Scottish Government has in place to 
ensure that the Third Sector Resilience Fund is reaching the “front line” without 
unnecessary delay. In particular, the Committee are keen to know what process is in 
place for applications and whether the process enables equitable access for all third 
sector organisations, large and small.  

At its remote meeting held on 22 April 2020, the Committee agreed to write to the 
Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations, Firstport, Social Investment Scotland 
and Corra Foundation and to each TSI in this regard and should be grateful to hear 
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how well the scheme is working. We have suggested some questions below. Please 
feel free to answer as many or as few of these as you wish and also to make comment 
on any other issue you feel is relevant to our scrutiny: - 

• Are third sector organisations sufficiently aware of the Scottish Government
support available and the eligibility criteria?

• In your opinion do the application process and eligibility criteria favour or
disadvantage any particular type of organisation?

• Can you provide examples of where local organisations have had their TSRF
application rejected and reasons given?

• Is the Fund sufficient? If not, what is required from the Scottish Government?

• Has there been an increase in demand for the services of third sector
organisations over recent months and if so, what services are more in
demand?

• Can you provide examples of successful collaborations between third sector
organisations and other groups?

The Committee should be grateful if you could provide it with a response by Friday 15 
May.  

Finally, please be assured that the Committee is keen to assist in any way it can at 
this challenging time such as by providing a forum for stakeholders to share good 
practice and highlight pressure points, in exchanges of correspondence such is this 
one. 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

With best wishes  

Yours sincerely  

James Dornan MSP  
Convener of the Local Government and Communities Committee 


