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Dear Aileen, 
 
Thank you for attending the Committee’s virtual meeting on Friday 15 May to provide 
an update on the local government and housing sectors’ response to COVID-19. The 
Committee was appreciative of you taking time out of your schedule to answer its 
questions during this busy period. Following the session, the Committee agreed to 
write to you on issues which were raised during discussion. You also helpfully 
offered to revert to the Committee with some more information on issues which were 
raised in discussion and the Committee looks forward to receiving these at your 
earliest opportunity. You can read the Official Report of the session here:  
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12644 
 
Recycling and household waste centres 
Recycling and household waste centres have been closed since the outset of the 
COVID-19 lockdown and there have been concerns raised that their closure has led 
to an increase in fly-tipping. Some Committee Members have had representation 
from councils that they are ready to reopen their centres, but they are waiting for 
national guidance on how to ensure these are opened safely, so as not to negatively 
impact the COVID-19 infection rate, but also manage interrelated independencies, 
such as the potential for increased traffic flow and ensuring the safety of staff and 
those using the centres.  
 
It was noted that Councils may be able to reopen their household waste and 
recycling centres by 1 June 2020 and this has now been widely reported in the 
press. You confirmed at the meeting on 15 May that guidance to manage the 
opening of centres was being finalised, but you were unable to provide a date as to 
when this guidance would be issued. The Committee recommends that finalisation 
and publication of this guidance should be given high priority, given the requirement 
for councils to begin planning for their reopening and would welcome an update on 
when this guidance will be forthcoming.  
 
Transient Visitor Levy and short-term lets 
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Some representatives of local government and the tourism sector in contact with 
some Committee Members have indicated a degree of uncertainty as to Scottish 
Government messaging on future proposals for a transient visitor levy. They are not 
certain whether there is any prospect at all of legislative proposals for a visitor levy 
being brought forward before the next election. It would be helpful to have an on-the-
record statement as to the Scottish Government’s plans (if any) in relation to the 
levy. You will recall that we also corresponded with you recently on whether the 
Scottish Government is able to continue its policy development on short-term lets 
and if you have any further information to provide on this matter, we would welcome 
the update. 
 
Regular updates 
Thanks again for your update of 11 May 2020, which informed part of the discussion 
on 14 May. You agreed with the Committee’s suggestion to provide further regular 
updates, as appropriate, on actions to address the impact of COVID-19 in areas 
within your remit on the basis that these are a useful public resource. The 
Committee’s suggestion was that this should be provided online and updated 
regularly, to provide citizens and stakeholders with a reliable “one-stop-shop” source 
of information about what the Scottish Government and its agencies are doing in 
response to the crisis in matters relevant to the Communities and Local Government 
brief. I would be grateful for your response to this proposal and if you agree with it, if 
you could confirm how and when you will make this resource available.  
 
I would be grateful if you could provide a response to this letter by close on Tuesday 
9 June. Should this deadline cause any difficulties, or should you require any further 
information, then please do not hesitate to contact the Clerks on the contact 
information provided above. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
James Dornan MSP 
Convener of the Local Government and Communities Committee  


