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• The CBI is an independent, Royal Charter, membership organisation that speaks on behalf of 
businesses of all sizes and from all sectors. The CBI’s members directly employ at least 
500,000 people in Scotland, which represents a quarter of the private sector workforce, 
including firms headquartered in Scotland and those that have operations and employ people in 
Scotland.  

• As CBI Scotland represents business across all sectors of the economy, there will be a range of 
views on the merit or otherwise of the postponement of revaluation.  

• CBI Scotland understands the practical arguments in favour of postponing the non-domestic 
rates revaluation to 2023-24, in light of the impact the pandemic and its associated restrictions 
have had and is still having on individuals, businesses and the Scottish economy as a whole.  

• The key focus right now is making sure businesses impacted by the pandemic and the 
restrictions receive the necessary support from the Scottish government, including through 
business rates relief and government grants, in the forthcoming year.  

o This includes avoiding a reinstatement of business rates in full in April 2021 for those 
currently exempt, as there is considerable uncertainty attached to the state of the 
economy and whether businesses are able to resume trade as normal by then.  

o The government should also consider how rates relief can be used to support 
businesses of any sector that have seen considerable negative impact on their turnover 
as a result of the pandemic.  

• Since the 2016 Barclay Review, CBI Scotland continues to support more frequent revaluations 
to better reflect market conditions and further reforms to improve the business rates system. It 
would complement the overall objectives of simplifying the system for ratepayers and making it 
more focused on attracting investment.  

• CBI Scotland has also been supportive of alignment of revaluations across the UK to address 
costs incurred by businesses with properties in more than one jurisdiction, so the alignment with 
2023 postponements in England and Wales is in that sense welcome.  

• Meaningful consultation with business is vital in any area affecting business and the economy, 
especially in light of the vast and differing impact the pandemic and restrictions are having on 
firms in many sectors. CBI Scotland continues to work with members to identify to government 
what kind of support is needed by business to get through the coming year. 

• In light of plans for a postponed revaluation, it will be important that the Scottish Government do 
not lose focus of the other changes committed to in response to the Barclay Review – alongside 
more frequent revaluations – such as the administrative simplification promised to businesses 
and a broader review of plant and machinery, which will have an important role to play in the 
green recovery. These commitments should be concluded ahead of the postponed revaluation.  
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